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we sball be doing well as a Legislative
Council, and doing well for the electors
of Western Australig, but 1 wouid like
to say this at the same time, I consider
the ereation of elective courls is un-
doubtedly a step in what I think is the
wrong direetion, If these eleciive courts
are to be found in the Bill as it comes out
of Committee, I shall be relngtantly com-
pelled to vote against the third reading.

On motion by Hon. W, Patrick debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Mount Lawley Reserves.

2. Health.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly.

BILL—PHARMACY AND POISONS
ACT COMPILATION.
Bill returned to the Legislative Council
svithout amendment,

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 29th November, 1910.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—RAILWAY SERVICE,
PINJARRA-MARRINUP.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Will the Government
make an effort to establish a better train
service on the Pinjarra-Marrinup Rail-
way? 2, Is the Minister aware that over
a thousand people have recently taken up
their residence in this distriet? 3, Can
the Minister state when a daily train ser-
vice will be introduced?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes, when the traffic is suifi-
cient to warrant it. 2, T believe that a
large nwober have recently gone to the
distriet, but am not aware how many. 3,
Inquiries will be made as to the trade and
population of the district with a view to
the providing of such facilities as vhe
increase may warrant.

QUESTION—RABBIT DEPART-
MENT INSPECTOR.

Mr. (’LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Has an inspector named
Mr. Hogg been -appointed in the Rabbit-
proof Fence Depariment? 2, What ex-
perience or qualifications had he for the
post? 3, Had he served in the depact-
ment previously, and if so, for how long?
4, In the eveni of no prior service, was
there no employee in the department
qualified and competent to fill the posi-
tion ¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Mr. Hogg has been appointed
a rabbit inspector, but has nothing to do
with the rabbit-proof femce. 2, He has
had years of experience with rabbits in
the Eastern States. 3, Yes, one month.
4, The Chief Inspector of Rabbits con-
sidered him the most suitable man he
conld obtain for the post.

QUESTION—SCHOOL ACCOMMODA-
TIOX, COLLIE.

Mr. SCADDAN (for Mr. A. A. Wil-
son) asked the Minister for Education:
1, Have complaints been made to the
Educaiion Department by the Collie
State school authorities of the inadequate
accommodation supplied te the school
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children individually and classes gener-
ally? 2, Is the Minister aware that, dur-
ing the past 12 months, infant classes
have been taught their lessons in the
school out-sheds? 3, Will the Minister
cause an investigation to be made in order
that the above conditions may be reme-
died? 4, Is it the intention of the depari-
ment to build a new and commeodicus
school at Collie to meet the need of such
a growing centre?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied : 1, Yes. 2, they are being
taught in the room which will be unsed
next year for manual training. 3, Plans
have already been approved for the addi-
tion of a large hall, a class-room, a teach-
er's room, and cloak-rooms and lavatories.
The Public Works Department has been
asked to put the work in hand as early
as possible, as the additional accommoda-
tien is urgently required. 4, Answered
by 3.

QUESTION—LAND SELECTION, W.
SHEA’S APPLICATIONS.

Mr. SCADDYAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Did W. Shea apply for loca-
tion 13778, and if so, on what date? 2,
Was he invited to appear before the land
board sitting in Perth on 20th September
i support of his application? 3. Is it
true that on arrival in Perth Mr. Shea
was informed by the department that ihe
loeation referred to had been granted to
a Mr. Phillips some three months previ-
ously? 4, \Will the Minister compensate
Mr. Shea for the expense put to by the
apparent blunder of the department? 5,
Did Mr. Shea apply for another block
in the Nunagin district, and forward 2a
additional sum of £2 10s. to add to Lhe
previous amount lodged, namely, £9 18s
6d., to cover his application fee, and if
s0, why was the latter amount returned?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS ve-
plied: 1, Yes, on 29th August, 1910. 2,
Yes, notice was sent advising him that
his application would be considered by
the land board on 20th September, but
this was cancelled by a further eommuni-
cation dated 15th September informing
Lim that the land had already been

[ASSEMBLY.]

granted to Mr. W. H. Phillips. 3, Yes.
4, Mr. Shea’s railway fare bas been re-
funded to him. 5, Yes, and his case was
stated to the board, but there were sev-
eral other applicants for the same-block
and he was unsuccessful; the amount of
his deposit was refunded in the usual
manner.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN SEW-
ERAGE WORKS PROGRESS.

Mr. Jacoby asked the Minister for
Works: What progress has been made
with the sewerage works in the metropoli-
tan area, and when he expects to com-
mence the service?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : The main works in both Perth and
Fremantle systems are practically com-
pleted, and designs for the Subiaco sys-
tem are well forward. Several areas of
reticulation are complele in Perth, and
others are in progress. The first reticula-
tion area at Fremantle will be commeneced
next week. The service has already
been started in Perth in a few instances.
The first bateh of petty contraets for
house eonneections will be advertised with-
in the next fortnight. The scope of oper-
ations will be in East Perth.

QUESTIONS (2) — PUBLIC SER-
VANTS AND DEFENCE FORCES.
Sehool Teachers.

Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Seeing that junior cadet
officers do military work in school time,
e.g., batallion parades, etcetera, for which
they receive an allowance of from £5 per
annum upwards, will the Government un-
dertake to treat them in the same way
as they have recently treated selected area
officers? If not, why not? 2, Is it true
that & member of the teaching staff (Mr.
Jackson, Perth Boys’ Bchool) has been
pranted leave of ahsence, dating from
some time this month, in order to attend
an examination for cadet officers in Mel-
bourne? .3 (a), Was leave of absence re-
cently granted to the head ieacher of
Mundaring school to attend the rifle asso-
ciation meeting in the East? (b} How
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long was he granted leave, and upon what
conditions? 4 (a), Is it a fact that a’tea-
cher of the Geraldton school, high up in
the service, has resigned rather than sub-
mit to the decision of the department re
area officers? (b), Have any other tea-
chers resigned on the same account? If
so, who? 5, By what regulation did the
department grant leave of absence on full
pay to the head teacher of Thomas-street
school to attend the Methodist Confer-
ence? 6, In connection with the leave
granted 1o the head teacher of Thomas-
street to attend a Methodisti Conference,
it is not a faet that other teachers have
been refused long service leave, or part
of their long service leave, on the plea
that their time was not due? If so, why?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, No. Because their work deals
with the pupils of their own schools, and
does not take them away except when in
charge of their own pupils. 2, Yes, with-
out pay. 3 (a), Yes, as a member of the
team selected to represent Western Austra-
lia. (b), Five weeks and four days on full
pay, on condition that this time should be
deducted from any period of long service
leave which might become due in future.
4 {a), An assistant in the Geraldton
school resigned because he preferred the
military position to his position as teacher.
(&), Oue other, a temporary teacher of a
small school at Boogardie. 5, Leave of
absence was granted by the Governor-in-
Couneil for one month in anticipation of
long service leave which would fall due in
the following year. 6, No special record
is kept of applications refused. Any ap-
plication to anticipate the whole would
have been refused. The only two appli-
cations to anticipate a part that can be
found are those mentioned in Answers 3
and 5.

Deduction of Pay.

Mr. PRICE asked the Premier: 1, Did
the Premier state tnfer alia during a re-
cent interview in reply to the question
of Government servants taking up mili-

tary duty, that while he raised no ob-_

Jection such servants conld not receive
Government pay while doing military
duty? 2, If so, will the same condibons
apply to teachers and other Government
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servants oeeupying the positions of re-
turning officers, poll clerks, eteetera, at
State or Federal eleciians, for which they
receive payment from a guinea a day
upwards? 3, If they receive payment as
returning officers will their Government
pay be dedueted?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, in ve-
gard to area officers. 2 and 3, No.

QUESTION — EDUCATION DEFPART-
MENT, INSPECTORS’ DUTIES.
Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What are the duties of
the advisory teacher? <, What position
does he hold in relation to the teachers?
Does he report on them and their work?
3, In view of the fact that there is pro-
vision on the Estimates for the appoint-
ment of an additional inspeector, will the
Minister provide the following informa-
tion:—(a} What are the duties of the
present Chief Tnspector? (b) How many
schools does Inspector MeCollum attend
to? (e) How many sechools does Inspec-
tor Robertson attend to? (d) Are there
any schools in Inspeetor Robertson’s dis-
triet that he has never visited? 4, Asitis
reported that the inspeetors are munch be-
hind with their work this year, will the
Minister inform the Honse—(a} By how
many sehools each inspector 1is behind?
(b) Whieh inspectors, if any, will com-
plete their work by the end of the year?
The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, To advise and assist teachers
of small schools, and to report upoen them
and their work, 2, Answered by No. 1.
3, (a) Arranges work of inspectors and
deals with all their reports and ecorres-
pondence arising from them. Deals with
staffiing sehools and applications from
outside the State for admission to staff.
Makes all arrangements in eonnection
with examinations. Arranges all details
in connection with manual training and
cookery classes, Deals with correspond-
ence relating to details of internal man-
agement of schools, and with complaints.
Examines orphanages and indosinal
schools, (b) Twenty-four. He also deals
with applications for admission to the
service from candidates within the State,
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and with the supply of stock to all sehools.
{¢) Forty-ihree. (Mr., Robertson.) (d)
One only. This was opened for the first
time at the end of August, 1910. 4, (a}
My, MeCollum: 17 schools visited twice
or more; six schools visited onee; one
sehoo! not yet visited (closed during part
of year). Mr. Robertson: Three provi-
sional sehools have not yet been visited.
Eight sehools have been visited onee only;
the remainder twiee or more. Mr. Gamble:
45 schools will have been wvisited twice;
38 schools will have been visited
onee. Mr. Clubb: 39 schools have been
visited twiee or more; 36 have been visi-
ted ouce only. Mr. Klein: 61 will have
been visited twice or more; 61 will have
been visited onee, Mr. Wheeler: 48 will
bave been visited twice or more; 53 will
have been visited once; three not visited
{one recently opened, two at great dis-
tance: of these one is a subsidised, not a
Government, school). (b) The regula-
tion states that “A Government school
shall, wherever it is possible, be visited at
least twice in each year by an inspector.”

No inspector will have visited every
school in his distriet twice,
QUESTION — ABATTOIRS CON-

STRUCTION, NORTH FREMANTLE,

Mr, BOLTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: On what date does the Min-
ister intend to call tenders for the eree-
tion of the public abattoirs at North Fre-
naantle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: Tenders were called in
the Gowernment Gazette on Friday last.

QUESTION — IMMIGRANTS EM-
PLOYED IN RAILWAY DEPART-
MENT.

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Troy) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, How many
immigrants have Dbeen engaged or ap-
pointed to positions in the Government
Railway serviee during the past three
months? 2, What positions do they oe-
cupy? 3, What salary are they paid? 4,
TUnder what conditions did they eome to
the State, whether as assisted, nominated,
or volontary immigrants?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
repited: 1, 1t is difficult to obtain the in-
formation asked for, but as far as can be
gathered, 26 immigrants have been en-
gaged or appointed to positions in the
Government Railway service during the
past three months. 2, Draftsmen, 3;
clerks, 4; clerical cadet, 1; shonters, 2;
porters, 4; coppersmiths, 2; blacksmiths,
2; boilermaker, 1; turner, 1; wireman, 1;
springmaker, 1; labourer, 1; navvies, 3.
3, Two at £150 per annum; one at ‘15s.
per day; one at 11s. 6d. per day; six at
11s. per day; two at 10s. per day; five
at 8s. per day; six at 7s. 6d. per day; one
at £40 per annum; two at 70s, per week.
4, From what can be gathered, four were
assisted immigrants; three were nominated
immigrants; seventeen were voluntary im-
migrants; two were broughi out under
engagement for the Western Australian
Railways—one coppersmith and one
springmaker,

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TLON, MT. MAGNET-SANDSTONE.

Mr. LAYMAN (for Mr. Brown) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, The lowest
tenderer under the contract for the Mt.
Magnet-Sandstone Railway had to com-
plete the works by March, 1910. The de-
pariment handed over the works in Ang-
ust, 1910. (a.} What amount of {raffie
was earned hy the construction branch
duaring the additional time they ocenpied
in completing the work? 2, (a.) In the
contractor’s tender what sum was allowa:l
for sand bottom ballast? (b) What sum
for packing to sleepers? (¢) What class
of ballast was used by the department?
3, Did the department carry ont the
maintenance? 4, Was any alteration made
in the levels of the line that would reduce
the cost of the grading? 5, Is it a faet
that the department procured the sleepers
from the Flora and Fauna Reserve, which
was not available to contractors for pro-
curing sleepers when tenders were ealled?
Did not this save the department 4d. to
6d. per sleeper on 184,308 sleepers? If
not, what was the saving? 6, What som
was debiled to the construction branch for
use of plant and rolling stoek used in the
construction? 7, In the department cost
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of £71,576 iz ihe freight on permanent
way materials from Geraldton tor Mt.
Magmnet ineluded? What was the snm
paid? 8, What was the total amount of
wages paid to workmen, and what amount
was paid for insurance of workmen? Are
not contractors compelled to pay insur-
ance under their contracts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, (a) The gross earnings for
the period stated were £6,000, but as ten-
ders could not have been accepted before
the 4th January, 1909, the date for ihe
completion of the contract, aceording to
the specification, would have been 4th
April. (b) The gross receipts for this
period would not have been more than
£3,000. 2. {(a) The lowest tenderer’s
price was £4,612 10s. (b) £5,171 10s.
(e) Ironstone gravel and eoarse ereek
sand. 3, The line while under constrne-
tion was maintained by the department;
£329 having been expended. In addition
to this the amount provided in the eon-
tract, namely, £1,860, for three months’
maintenance afiter completion, has been
handed over to the Railway Department.
4, No. 5, No. 6, £2,239. 7, (a) Yes,
(b) £8,767 including freight on P.W.
material for triangles and duplication. 8,
(a) £38,211. (b) None, but compensa-
tion to the amount of £209 was paid for
injuries to workmen. (c) Yes.

QUESTION — SWEATING, MR,
BRENNAN'S STATEMENTS,

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Troy) asked
the Premier: 1, Has the Hon. the Premier
received a communieation from Mr. Jas.
Brennan in conneetion with his allegations
regarding the prevalence of sweating in
the city of Perth? 2, If not, will the
Premier insist upon a reply so that steps
may be immediately taken to eradicate
the evil complained of?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. Mr.
Brennan has been written to on three dif-
ferent oceasions, viz., 10th, 17th, and 26th
inst., and also reminded by telephone. 2,
T am advised that I have not power to in-
sist upon a reply,
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QUESTION — CIVIL SERVANTS'
LAND SETTLEMENT SCHEME,
Mr. SCADDAN asked the Premier: 1,

With reference to the Premier's reply on

5th QOctober, 1903, to a question by Mr.

Bath, will all the ¢ivil servants who were

induced to participate in the Government

land settlement scheme by the promised
payment of retiring allowances receive
such allowances in accordance with the
declaration of the Minister for Lands at
the public meeting at which he pro-
pounded the scheme, whiclt promise was
confirmed by the Premier’s statement in
this House, “that all who were applying
to be allowed to retive in order to iake
advantage of the settlement scheme were
being treated alike,”’ in respeet to sueh
allowances? 2, Is it proposed to re-im-
burse the reasonable expenses and loss of
time ineurred by those who by the refusal
of the Government to recogmise their
claims have been compelled to leave their
farms and visit Perth in order to seek
what they consider justice in this matter?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Following
the statements made by myself and the
Minister for Railways on the 17th inst.,
Ceabinet has considered the case of the
railway officers who retired to join the
Civil Servants’ Land Settlement Scheme,
and in view of the faet that these officers
were allowed to participate in the scheme,
and are now settled on the land, it has
been decided to pay them such retiring
allowance as they would have bheen en-
titled to had they been retrenched. 2,
No.

QUESTION — EDUCATION, AD-
VISORY TEACHER.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Education: 1, In reply to a guestion
put by Mr, Price relating to the appoint-
ment of advisory teacher, the Minister
stated that the commissioner in making
the appointment bad accepted the
recommendation of the Eduecation Depart-
ment; but as he also states that this posi-
tion does not come under the Public Ser-
viee Act—was in fact withdrawn from it
—why was the Public Service Commis-
sioner called upor to make an appoint-
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ment, which admittedly does not come
under his jurisdietion? 2, Is it a fact
that two applicants for position of as-
sistant inspector received a considerable
inerease in salary after their applications
for the position in guestion had been for-
warded to the department; if so, who re-
ceived these inereases, and why were they
granted? 3, Will the Minister inform the
House what certificates the genileman ap-
pointed to the position of advisory tea-
cher held when he joined the service? 4,
Will the Minister inform the House why
the wentleman appointed to this position,
a ieacher holding Class “C” certificate,
entitling him to a maximum of £180 per
annum, was promoted over the heads of
more experienced teachers who held
higher certificates, and who are now in
receipt of salaries considerably less than
£970 per annum, the salary which the ad-
visory teacher now draws?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, The Public Service Commis-
gioner was asked to make the appointment
in the first place, not after the alteration
was made. He aceepted the recommenda-
tion of the department as to the officer
to be appointed. 2, Yes. Messrs. Hami}-
ton and Milligan, who are acting as na-
ture study organisers and advisory tea-
chers. The nature and responsibilities of
their work were held to warrant inereases,
3, He joined the service in April, 1901,
with certificale as teacher in first divi-
sion of Class IIT., in Ireland, Qualified
to teach drawing, drill, book-keeping, and
other ordinary sehool subjects. 4, Because
he was considered to be the officer with the
best gualifications for the particular work
in question,

QUESTION—BULLFINCH DISTRICT,
FIREWOOD TRAMLINE.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Lands: Has apy application been received
for permission to construct a firewood
tramline in the Duollfineh distriet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: No, but inquiries regarding a tim-
- ber concession has been made, which can-
not be granted. ‘

[ASSEMBLY.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Scale
of trespass and poundage fees passed by
Kellerberrin Roads Board. 2, Special by-
laws for the registration of eamels and
camel drivers, agreed to by the Meeka-
tharra Roads Board.

By the Premier: 1, Returns under
Section 60 of “The Life Assurance Com-
panies Act, 1889.”

By the Minister for Eduecation: 1,
Papers relating to the appointment of an
assistant inspector of schools,

-

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.

The PREMIER (Hon, Frank Wilson) :
For the information of hon. members I
beg to announce that the Redistribution
of Seats Bill is now being priunted, and
I hope at the end of this week fo give
notice of its introduction in order that the
second reading speech may be taken,
at the latest, on the Wednesday following.

Mr. Underwood: You might as well
adjourn till then.

Mr. Heitmann: When do we get the
Payment of Members Bill?

The Premier: That is being drafted.

BILL—HEALTH.
Message.
Message from the Governor received
and read recommending the Bill,

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILLS {(2)—THIRD READING,
1. Pharmacy and Poisons Act Compila-
tion, passed.
2. Mount Lawley Reserves,
mitted to the Legislative Couneil.)

(Trans-

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1910-11,
In Committee of Supply.
Debate resumed from 25th November
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
and the Annual Estimates; Mr. Taylor
in the Chair,
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Mr, BATH (Brown Hill): The Trea-
surer, who has returned to the old position
he occupied during several finanecial
years, bhas received certain enconinms
from the Press and from other people
as to the prosperous Budget he was able
to present to the House. I have taken
the opportunity of reading through the
speech of the Treasnrer carefully—I did
not have the epportunity of hearing it—
but I failed te find, in what may be
termed the practical points of the Budget,
any evidence of the fact that the Trea-
surer, or the Government generally, have
availed thernselves of those bounties of
Nature which were distributed over this
State in common with other parts of the
Commonwealth daring last year. As a
matter of fact, although Providence was
on onr side, the Treasurer evidently was
not desirous of enlisting His aid; because
we find that instead of the Government
availing themseves of the turn in the tide
so far as the development of our resources
was ¢oncerned, and instead of trying to
get away from those doubtful methods of
finanee which, in the opinion of the Trea-
surer himself, have been essential in order
to enable him to carry on the finaneial ad-
ministration, we {ind thal the Treasurer is
still posing as Micawber, still permitting
things to drift, and still waiting for the
inevitable turning up of affairs. As a
matter of fact an examination of the fin-
ances doring the past few years will in-
dicate that there is no rule of sound fin-
ance laid down by anyone whom we admif
as an guthority which the present Trea-
surer has not broken. The question of
sound loan expenditure, which is regarded
as the first essential of good finaneial ad-
ministration, has been repeatedly broken,
The necessity for balancing the ledger at
the first opportunity seems to have been
lost sight of by the present Government,
and althongh we are assured that at the
end of the current financial year it is
probable the acenmulated deficit will be
wiped ouf, and {hat there will be a very
emall eredit balance remaining. so far as
the present financial year has gone there
is no evidenee that this will be the case.
As a matter of faet. taking the financial
returns to the end of October, we have

{87]
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gone back still further sinee the emnd of
last finapeial year. And alihough it is
said that the aceumulation of the deficit
is a part of lean years, we have to remem-
ber that last year was a good year, good
in every respect. And yet, if we com-
pare the last finaneial year and the por-
tion which has elapsed in the present fin-
ancial year with the previons years in
which the revenue has been regarded as
zood and when surplases remained on the
year’s transactions, we will find that in
none of these years have the Treasurers
been able to make up the leeway
sufficiently to warrant the predietion
that at the end of June, 1911, we

will have wiped out the deficit and
have a  small credit balance re-
maining. Again the Treasurer assures

us that we made up the leeway to the ex-
tent of over £208,000, but, as a matter of
fact, we did not make up that leeway—
not if we analyse the finances from a
sound standpoint. I would like to eall
the Treasurer’s attention to the fact that
during that time there was an expenditure
of £24,117 on voads and bridges, £75,804
on public buildings, and £15,000 on lands
and surveys, all from General Loan Fund,
which, if we accept the anthority of those
who are regarded as masters of finance,
should have been found from Consolidated
Revenue, 'Then, again, there was an ex-
pendithre of £56,000 from the sale of
Government Property Trust Account, an
expenditnre which has been condemaned by
our own financial anthority, that is, the
authority direstly responsible to Parlia-
ment. Further, we have the elimination
of the vote of £40,000 for the replacement
of obsoleie stock on the railway sysiem,
and these items added together—and they
do not inelude others which I might men-
tion and which would counsiderably ang-
ment the amount—toal £210,000, balane-
ing, as a matter of faet, the £208,000
which the Treasurer declares he made up
during the last financial year. Balancing
those two items we find that, in spite of
the advantageous year we enjoyed, the
Treasurer, in fact, made up no lesway ex-
cept by resorting to what are undoubtedly
doubtful methods of firance. I want to

refer more particularly to the elimination
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of the expenditure from Consolidated
Revenue for the replacement of cbsolete
stock, because, as a matter of faet, it is
cottdemned by lhe responsible officer con-
trolling our railway system.

The Premier : You are overlooking
£33,500 which we provided.

Mr. BATH : Yes; at Midland June-
tion, And I am overlooking other items
of expenditure apart from this £40,000,
which should have come from revenue and
which have been taken from loan fund.
But we can include these and still have
£40,000 which the Treasurer has conveni-
ently dropped in order to make it appear
that the finances have improved when,
in reality, they have not improved.

The Premier: You are including sur-
vey fees, which are repaid.

My, BATH: We bave this statement
from the Commissioner of Railways in his
report for the year 1909—

While from the State or Treasury
standpoint sueh s posifion may ne
doubt be sound, I feel it is neces-
sary that the Department, as a trading
or commercial undertaking, should
eharge against its working expenses
the replacement in value of all
“ equipment ”  demolished or ex-
tingnished. In the building of a
new station, for instance, the old
station house may be demolished. Un-
less the value of this old building be
made up from working expenses, capi-
tal will be charged with the value both
of the old and the new buildings, while
the latter only will be available to re-
present the value of both.

Now that is sound reason.

to say—
A record, therefore, has been kept of
all “equipment” so demolished or ex-
tinguished, and any excess of same over
the value of “betterments,” or works of
improvement charged to working ex-
penses, will be debited against profit
and loss in the balance sheet. With re-
ference to the replacement of obsolete
rolling stock, the policy of providing
for the replacement of locomotives
after a life of twenty-five vears in
active service has been discontinued.
the view that the sinking fund should

He goes on
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be sufficient having been applied also
in this case. I regret that this view
has been adopted, and consider that
provision should be made for charging
working expenditure with amounts for
depreriation of locomotives, and credit-
ing sneh amonnts to a replacement
fund until sweh time as it becomes
necessary to replace them. In the
eourse of general up-keep of rolling
stock the orviginal capital value of the
asset is nol onlv mantained but im-
proved.  The carrying ecapaeity of
wagons, for example, has been im-
proved in recent vears, and the draw-
gear has been strengthened to the ex-
tent rendered necessary by the intro-
duction of heavier engines and larger
train leads. Sueh work had been grad-
nal and has not appreciably affected
the ordinary annual expenditure of the
Department in any marked degree.
The ecase will be very different, how-
ever, when large numbers of locomeo-
tives become obsolete within a compara-
tively short period of each other, and
have to be replaced at heavy cost.
Speeial provision should, T contend, he
made year by year bo meet such ex-
penditure when it hecomes neeessary—
as it inevitably will—in sums which will
exceed the ecurrent finaneial resources
of the Depariment or even of the State.

Then he goes on to quote praectical figures.
The Premier: Every locomotive that is
running to-day is in proper working
order; therefore they are not obsolete.
Mr. BATH : The Treasurer eannot ¢on-
tend that they represent the same value.

The Premier: They are in good run-
ning order.

Mr. BATH: The diffienlty which eon-
fronts the department in vegard to rolling
stock. and which thev propose to over-
come by utilising loan fund for the con-
struction of rolling stock, would have
been, to a eonsiderable extent. obviated by
the continuation of that very wise policy
of setting apart a certain sum each year
for the replacement of rolling stock.

The Premier; If rolling stock has been
maintained why do vou want to replace
it?
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Mr. BATH: What I object to is using
toan funds where we should use revenue.
Undoubtedly the Treasurer will find that
the main complaint which assuredly will
be heard, and which will be uttered with
considerable vigour during the current sea-
son, in regard to the secarcity of rolling
stock, and the limitations placed on the
mining and agricultural prodncers and
consumers, will be largely attributable
to this policy which has been adopted in
order to obviate the necessity of the Trea-
surer easting about to raise revenue in
order to balance his finances in a fair and
square manner.

The Premier: That is not logical at
all,

Mr. BATH: Then, again, the Treas-
urer repeated the statement which was
made by his predecessor that the net loan
indebtedness per head of the population,
as set forth in the statisties supplied by
the Statistieal Department, is not to be
accepted as aecurate, simply because the
uncxpended loan balance has not been
taken into acconnt in estimating that net
indebtedness. The Treasurer went on to
point out that at the end of the last finan-
eial year we had an unexpended balanee to
the eredit of General Loan Fund of over
£1,900,000, but he did not say that by the
time he delivered his Budget Speech that
unexpended loan balance had been re-
duoced by half a millien pounds, so that
the fizures he gave were certainly not
accurate.

The Premier: Yes; up to the end of
the financial year.

Mr. BATH: The fact that it was re-
duced by half a million pounds only em-
phasises the argument T have urged
against that being aeccepted as a fair
method of comparison, because of the
faci that so much of that money had been
hypothecated for works that were under
construction. As a matter of fact, the
remaining halance has also been hypothe-
cated for works which are under construe-
tion now. A fair comparison is on the
basis of our indebtedness less the amount
of sinking fund we have accumnulated;
beeause we have borrowed money and are
paying interest on that money, and if we
are calculating our indebtedness it should
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be on the basis of the amount we owe.
This basis of computation per head of
population as a means of ascertaining
whether our loan indebtedness is withim
a safe limit is a misleading and unreli-
able one, simply because the unit of popu-
lation as we have it at the present time
is not as produetive as the unit of popu-
lation was five years ago, and less pro-
ductive than it was 10 years age, for the
reason that there has been an increase in
the number of women and children eom-
pared with what I might term the pro-
ducing males. When we have aceurate
ficures, as we will after the census which
will be taken in April of next year, we
will then be able to estimate to what ex-
tent we have been misled by this argument
as fo the percentage per head of popula-
tion, We will see that this comparison
is & very misleading one indeed, and if
on the other hand, we make a compari-
son on the basis of the producing males
we will find that the position is not so
sound and not so acceptable as the Treas-
urer would like us to believe. There is
another and much more reliable method
of calenlation and one whieh, in my
opinion, clearly indicates that sinee 1905
the Government’s poliey of loan expendi-
ture is not so aceeptable as in previous
years. Cowmparing the pereentage which
the fund for interest and sinking fund
bear to the revenue which we derive, we
find it has been a constanly inereasing
amount. Of course, the Treasurer as-
sures us that as we are receiving a much
less sumn from the Cormmonwealth than
in previons years the comparison is not
a reliable one, but I will eliminate the
amount which is received from the Com-
monwealth, T will take purely State rev-
enne derived within the boundaries of
Western Australia, and still we find that
the interest and sinking fund is adding
more and more in greater proportion to the
revenue which we derive, without taking
into consideration the Commonwealth bal-
ance returned to us. As a maiter of fact,
in 1902 the proportion was 28 per cent.
Thag percentage was stationary until
1903, and in 1906 we had the Government
coming down with the policy of utilising
zeneral loan funds for expenditare on
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publie buildings, roads and bridges, and
doubtful items under the heading of De-
velopmen! of Agricalture, and Develop-
ment of Mining.

Mr. Underwood: And “Miseellaneouns.”

Mr. BATH: And as a result of that
policy we find the percentage inereased
in five years from 28 to 32 per cent. That
is a position which shonld give hon. mem-
bers pause and make them inquire as to
whether this policy of loan expenditure
on non-reproduetive works is one that we
can follow in future, and whether the
Treasurer, instead of clinging to this
poliey and saying that it 15 vendered essen-
fial by the financial position, should not
devise ofher means of raising revenue and
getting back to the old policy of eonfin-
ing our loan expenditure to purely repro-
ductive works.

The Premier: When did you do that in
Western Australia?

Mr. BATH: Up to 1905.

The Premier: You did not.

Mr. BATH: The fact that the pay-
ments for interest and sinking fund are
an inereasing percentage of our purely
State revenue at once dissipates the ar-
gument which we have so often heard
nrged from the Government side that even
if these are not reproductive works, that
is publie buildings and roads and bridges
to which I have referred, that this ex-
penditure of loan funds has its indirect
influenece in inecreasing the revenue. As
a matter of faet these figures which T have
bronght forward show it has even had
an indirect infiuence, and has perhaps had
a retarding influence in connection with
the revenue we derive from within ihe
borders of Western Australia.  Then
again we have another policy pursued to
which esception has been taken in :his
House, and to which the Government
adhere, and we have had a complete
change of front from the Government
with regard to this matter, that is the re-
duction of the sinking fund. I remember
in 1906, Sir Newton Moore, who was then
Premier, seouted the idea indignantly that
there was any intention on the part of
the Government to make a rednetion in
the amount of the sinking fund on our
loans. and then later on we had the
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Treasurer declaring it was necessary, and
finally in the Bill which was passed earlier
in the session we had a reduction in the
amount of the sinking fund to half per
cent. carried in the measure then sub-
nmiited to the IHouse—The Inseribed
Stock Aet. [ want to quote some re-
marks of the eclleague of the Premier,
the present Minister for Works, in regard
to this yuestion of the sinking fund. This
is what the Minister for Works said in
1907, when he was in what might he
termed an independent position, and when
he declared the remarks were uttered out
of no hostility to the Government, bul nut
of the obligation he felt to place the pusi-
tion Wefore the people of this State. He
then remarked—

To me the establishment of a solid
sinking fund is onr only justifieation
for borrowing money. All the time of
our prosperity we have been praising
the wise statesmanship that induced the
leaders of political thought in Western
Australia at the oufset o establish a
substantial sinking fuud in eonneetion
with every one of the State’s loans; we
have been boasting of the faet that we
were so much in front of the other
Australian States in our financial
affairs, in our finaneial knowledge and
in our application of that knowledge,
as was evidenced by the establishment
of our sinking fund and our mainten-
ance of it. Now, at the first breath of
adversity, after advertising ourselves
all over the world as far as we possibly
could as a people who were determined
to give evidence of our bona fides in
borrowing, of our hona fide determina-
tion not only to pay back, but to pay
back by a return of pounds sterling
from the State to the borrower, instead
of paying back by a redemption loan,
in other words payiug back one lender
by borrowing from another; after ad-
vertising ourselves all over the finaneial
world as a State that was determined to
provide with every loan a sinking fund
to vedeem that loan, and to vedeem it
as near as possible at maturity—
already there has been one or two loans
redeemed, small loans it is true, by the
operation of the sinking fund, and we
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have not been slow either to advertise
that faet in our Budget statements and
in other ways, and we have rightly
taken a larpge degree of pride in the
fact that we were prepared to make
certain sacrifices in order that our loans
might be redeemed at maturity, or that
the bulk of them might at all events
be redeemed when they did mature—
but now, I repeat, at the first bhreath
of adversity. I hope the Government
are not poing to change that policy
which has heen established in Wesfern
Australia. It is only by means of the
confributions to the sinking fund that
Western Australia has of recent years,
even with its inerease of population.
kept down its indebtedness within
reasonable limits; and undoubtedly if
any interference with the sinking fund
took place it would be necessary that
a corresponding reduction in our ex-
penditure of borrowed money should
take place at the same time. Otherwise
it would mean keeping on our present
expenditure, and year by year the loan
indebtedness of the State per head
would be going vp to a considerable
extent. The advantage of our sinking
fund is that while we have borrowed
and have been spending our borrowed
money, we have managed by the opera-
tion of that fund fo keep down so far,
in fact to reduce for the last few years
our total indebtedness per head instead
of inereasing it by our added loan ex-
penditure.
This is the crticism which was urged by
the Premier’s present colleague against
any proposal to reduce the sinking fund.
And what did the same gentleman have
to say with regard to the expenditure of
loan funds on non-reprodnetive works.
He alluded to what he termed an imagi-
nary reduction of the expenditure from
the Consolidated Revenue—

It is a reduction, however, which re-
presenis a delay in  meeting public
wants in some instances, and which
represents in other instances a transfer
from Consolidated Revenue to loan ac-
count. Here again, so far from a sav-
ing being effected by that transfer,
there is a distinet State loss involved
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in the aetion. We will take as an ex-
ample that a building or work of a
non-productive character has to Dbe
erected at a eost of £10,000, and that
il has Leen customary we will say in
erecting such a building, whether it be
a printing office or a museum or half
a dozen State schools, to meet the ex-
penditure from Consolidated Revenue;
but it is decided, in order to relieve ihe
Counsolidated Revenue, to spend the
money from loan aecount. The effect
of that is that we pay first of all
£10,000 for the erection of the building
or buildings, and then as the one per
cent. of onr sinking fund will take 46
vears to repay the loan, we shall be
paying during the 46 years the interest
on the £10,000. TUltimately, before the
loun is redeemed, we shall have spent
for that building in the shape of inter-
est £17,250—computing the interest at
3% per cent.—in addition to the
£10,000 cost and value of the building.
In other words, that one building con-
strueted from loan aceount costs the
country altogether before the loan is
redeemed £27,250, instead of £10,000
represented by its value. That is the
effect of transferring expenditure of a
non-profluetive character from Consoli-
dated Revenue account to loan aceount.
This is the eriticism which the Minisier
for Works wrged against the policy whieh
is pursued by the present Treasurer with-
out a blush, and yet we hear not a word
of eriticism from the Minister for Works
in vegard to this poliey at the present
time, As a wmatter of faet by his inclu-
sion in the Cabinet he condones the policy
which he previously declared as inimieal
to the interests of the State. But we go
further and we find that mueh of the
revehiue which is derived by the present
Government is seecured from the sale of
Crown lands and the application of the
funds therefrom to Consolidated Revenue.
The Minister for Works in past years,
and I will give him credit for it, has op-
posed the payment of these funds into
Consolidated Revenue, and 1 agree with
him there. They should be applied in any
policy based on sound finaneial methods
to a fand which would reaily be a capital
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fund, and from the interest only would he
applied the annual requirements. In the
course of his remarks the present Minis-
ter for Works at that time said with re-
gard to the use of these moneys—

The fund should be a loan from the
Slate to the State; in other words the
asset should be made a perpetually-
existing asset that should for all time
benefit the population of this State.
And T believe that in course of time,
if the fund were so treated, it would,
it must, become so substantial that it
would in time absolutely dispense with
the need for our going for money to
a foreign ereditor; it would enable us to
provide our own loan fund, and to de-
velop the conntry at our own expense,
without introducing any heavy burden
at all, even temporarily, on omr own
taxpayers.

We find the policy of the Treasurer con-
demned by his present colleague, the
Minister for Works. As a matter of fact
the Minister for Works bad absolute
knowledge, and sound knowledge, of the
lines npon which the finances of the State
should be administered, and yet he is pre-
pared to abrogate that policy, as a col-
league of the present Treasurer and ae-
quiesce in direet defiance of if, simply
in order to retain a portfolio in the pre-
sent Government. Tt is methods such as
these; it is this disregard of the respon-
sibility to the tuxpayers of the State, that
is directly responsible for the policy of
drift; this disregard of sound wmethods
which have been continually pursuved by
the present continuous Government since
they have been in power. Further, we
have had much self-adulation not only
from the Treasnrer, bnt also the Minister
for Lands, with regard to what they texrm
their development policy. One swould
imagine from the way in which it is
spoken of that this was entirely due to the
present Govermment. T have protested
on previous oceasions against any attempt
on the part of the present Administration
to take credit for the introdmetion of a
poliey of agricultural development and of
opening up the lands of this State. As
a matter of faet that policy was in foree
in this State long before the present
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Minister for Lands came into Parliament,
long before he was ever heard of as a
candidate for Parliament, It was the
policy advocated by one or two members
that I see on the Government side
of the House; it was a policy which was
pursued by the late Hon. G. Throssell; it
was a policy which was coutinued by lis
saceessor; it was a policy pursued by Mr,
Drew, a member of the Labour Govern-
ment, and which the present Government
found in forece when they came into offire,
As a matter of fact whatever policy ‘he
Government possess was borrowed from
their predecessors, We find the Minister
for Lands at the time he was passing some
rade remarks about the elaim of the pre.
sent Premier to the position when he was
onsted by Sir Newton Moore, declared—

Tt is no very difficult matter to put
forward a policy, but I attach greater
importance to the administralion of the
various departments. A policy may he
borrowed or commandeered, whereas a
vigorous administration ean only eman-
ate from a strong Government, encouir-
aged by the unswerving sympathy of
its supporters.

Then, rightly or wrongly, when he joined
the Government and had as his eol-
leagne the man he had condemned, he evi-
dently sef to work to show his colleagues
how they could borrow, or commandeer
a policy, and evidenily not having that
power of initiative which is neeessary in
those eharged with administrative duties,
they coclly proceeded to borrow a policy
from their predecessors holus bolus. That
policy which previously they had roundly

condemned, they appropriated line
for line, and then within a short
period gave members an evidence
that they were not able to ad-

minister it. The man who was fore-
most in predieting that species of clever-
ness  in commandeering a policy gave
proof of his failure to conduct the office
of Minister for Lands, and there was also
the failure of his colleagues to administer
the various offices over which they had
contrel, and I say the neglect of the Mini-
stry is due in a great measure to the
apathy of their ewn supporters. Criti-
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eism and watehfulness of the work of
Ministers should not come wholly from
members on this side of the House, and
that is a point I want to emphasise on
Ministerial members. They owe a duty
to the people, as well as members who
sit in Qpposition, to wateh Ministers and
see that they control their administration
and earry out their duties in a satisfac-
tory manner. But, what do we find? We
find that Ministerial members, aund
at the present time I cannot name
an exception, are prepared to ae-
quiesce in this absolute neglectful-
ness of their administrative work by
the present Ministers of the Crown,
until we have reached the stage that those
Ministers have absolutely got beyond the
idea that they are responsible 10 [arlia-
ment, diveetly responsible 1o Parliament.
and that they are placed in those posi-
tions to administer the departments
placed uuder their control. How is that
evidenced? TFirst, it is evidenced in the
disinclination to meet Parliament. Why
that disinclination? If Ministers were re-
gardful of their duty they would be de-
strons of meeting Parliament, ready to
place before members the work which they
had aeeomplished. 1f Ministers looked
after their ~administration, they would
have a record of work to place before the
House. But lack of administration—-re-
gard rather for polifical positions, or
rather party position, causes this neglect
of administration, and this disinelination
to meet Parliament until the last possible
date. And that has its accompanying evil
in the time placed at our disposal. There
is no proper time for the criticism of
measures, or of the Government admini-
strative work, and we find, having first
committed the evil of avoiding Parlia-
ment, Ministers continue that evil in
failing to answer eriticism which is
levelled against them. It is to that
I attribnte the maladministration whiel
is continually being complained of.
We have this compiaint, not only
by members in this Parliament, but
voiced by thousands of citizens through-
out the community, yet we can get
no veply to this criticism. We ean get
no explanation of ihe acknowledged er-
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rors which have been committed, and we
had the spectacle of the Minister for
Lands the other night speaking for up-
wards of an bour supposedly in reply to
criticism  brought against him in the
House, and yet elearly negleciing to reply
to any obe of them, as if his duly as
Minister placed him above any reply to
eritieism.

Mr. Hudson:
could not.

Mr. BATH: I want te point out. on
the anthomty of those who regard the
Buritish Constitution, on whieh onrs is
supposed to be modelled, that there is
something to be observed, and not to be
disreganded; that the attitnde of Minis-
ters 1s in direet defiance of all British
precedent. Todd in his work on Parlia-
mentary Government in England in refer-
ring to the appointing of commissions
states—

But it would be unconstitutional to
vefer fo a royal commission “subjects
which are connected with the element-
ary duties of the Exeentive Government
and with its relations {o Parliament”;
or to investigate a grievance which
arises vut of a peeunliar decision of Par-
liament, on a given question; or to ap-
point a commassion with a view to evade
the vesponsibility of Ministers in any
matter; or to do the work of existing
Departments of Stale, whieh possess
all needful facilities for obtaining
information npon questions of detail,
and whiech are directly vespomsible to
Parliament: or to inquire inio acts of
misconduet which may have been com-
mitted by a judge, or a Minister of
State, which should be investigated by
the House of Commons, or info bhe
conduct of persons charged with erim-
inal offences, except they he officers of
the Crown, and the right of inguiry
into their eonduet by commission is ex-
pressly derived from an Act of Parlia-
ment.  Neither should a commission
be appointed unless the Government are
prepared to give definite instructions to
the commissioners.

T'his is the opinion of one whom the At-
torney General will admit is a leading
authority, if noi the leading authority, op

That was because he
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the British Constitution, and yet we have
Ministers acting in direct defiance of this.

The Attorney General: Even constitu-
tivnal practice is not absolutely to be ae-
cepted.

Mr. BATH: The hon, gentleman will
not deny that so long as Ministers oceupy
their positions they ought to be account-
able to members for their acts of adminis-
tration or neglect of administration. If
the Attorney General denjes this——

The Attorney General: This is a eom-
mission to inquire into corruption.

Mr. BATH: I am not talking about
one speeial commission, but the general
negleet of administrative work, and the
continual refusal of Ministers to reply to
criticism. ¥ am not referring to that one
particular instance, but to the general ne-
gleet of Ministers in answering criticism
of their administration as if they were
not aceountable to this House. So long
as they persist in this eondnet, so neces-
sary for safewnarding the principle that
a Minister of the Crown shall be a member
of Parliament—and the Attorney General
knows very well that it is in defiance of
the British Constitution for a Minister to
act as if he was not responsible for his
administrative work:

The Attorney General: T do not think
any Minister does act so.

Mr. BATH : The Attorney General does
for one. Repealedly the Aftorney Gen-
eral has been eriticised for his adminis-
tration, and he has refused, or refrained
from replying. I will take a clear in-
stance in what 15 known as the Berteaux
case in which the Attorney General has
refused to give to Parliament any ac-
count of his admanistration.

The Attorney General: No.

Mr. BATH: A debtor has been proved
undoubtedly to have defrauded the State,
and has been left to go unpunished, yut
in this House the Attorney General has
refused to reply and no member of the
Cabinet will answer the eriticism of mem-
bers.

The Attorney General: 1 have ex-
plained if, and I have the papers here
ready to place on the Table any Hime you
like to move for them. I have given the
fullest information.
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Mr. BATH: The Attorney General has
had many opportunities, and has re-
frained, or refused, from answering his
erities.

The Attorney General: I have explained
in a few words, if you will Jook up
Hansard,

Mr. BATH: That is in keeping with
the conduct of Ministers, in keeping with
the eonduct of the Minister for Lands.
The hon. gentleman assures me that this
i5 a commission inquiring inte other
charges, and not into lack of administra-
tion, and the hon. gentleman the other
night was pleased fo say that I was re-
sponsible for making what was mere
criticism of administration, charges of
corruption, and T want at this point to
deny that. I do not want Ministers to
evade their responsibility, to get oul of
the necessity of replying to repeated
criticism of maladministration of this
House by any attempt to constroe my
remarks into charges of corruplion,
What I grew indignant abount that night
was this: because a Minister was trying
to evade veplying to eriticism and the
Government were backing him up. On
that occasion the member for East Fre-
roantle moved the adjournment of the
debate so that the Minister could reply
to the charge of maladministration, not
corruption, and yet that adjournment
was refused. The Government insisted
on a division, and later on having found
the terrible blunder which they had com-
mnitted they tried to stave off the trouble
by saying these were charges of corrup-
tion. 1 repeat again they were charges
against the administration of that Min-
ister, similar to charges which had been
hurled against other Ministers in regard
lo their constant neglect of administrative
work. And until, not only from this
side of the House, but from the other side
we have members who are so very regard-
ful of their doties as members as to de-
mand that Ministers should account for
their work, so long will neglect of ad-
ministration continue. Tt is that policy
to which T take strong exception. I have
alreadv said that whatever there is in
the programme of the present Govern-
ment that ean be diomified by the name
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of policy has been apprupriated from
the Government which was led by
the present Minister for Works.
But that poliey was a well-ordered and
well-considered one. As it were, it mapped
out the State, It was a policy which
was designed to develop our agricultural
industry by a system of railways which
were not advanced on political considera-
tions but were reported on and snbmitted
by a responsible board. It was a poliey
also which sought to apply the advantages
whieh acerued from that developmental
policy to the people generally and not to
a limited few. The Government have bor-
rowed the policy, but, as a matter of fact,
only a few have reaped any advantage
from it. We find that railways have been
bnilt, but there has been no conception
in the minds of the Government as to how
these railways conld be bnilt without
merely encouraging a few speculators at
the expense of what might be termed the
general public. We find thronghout the
administration of the Lands Deparfment
in this so-called developmental poliey.
settling the people on the land, that the
speculative element have been encouraged.
and that they have been enahled to veap
a rich harvest. while on the other hand
those who are genuinely interested in de-
veloping their holdings are retarded at
every step. There is not one railway hon.
members can mention but what may be
termed the St George's-terrace type of
farmers have been able to reap a rich
harvest from it. One has only to turn up
the daily newspapers every day to find
the same thing oceurring, to find holdings
advertised for sale without a tittle of im-
provements on them, and to find the as-
sistance rendered by the Agricultural
Bank used as an advertising inducement
to get people to purchase. If we are to
et people to sette on the land, we do not
want the speculator as an intecmediate;
we want fo et right to the people who
want to go on the land and use it; and
can the Minister for Lands, or any of
his colleagues. tell me that they canmot
stem this poliey. that they eannoi devise
means by which they ean npen up our lands
without the speeulator reaping a rich har-
vest from them? T say if there is not
a keen, honest desire to establish such a
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prineiple or to find means of civeum-
venting the speculator, it can be found in
a shoet time; but in spite of all the eriti-
cisms of the House, in spite of repeated
protests, in spite of actual instances given,
we find the same old poliey pursued. Sir
Newton Moore, at the time I drew his at-
tention by guestions to the doubtiul meth-
ods being pursued by speculators in re-
gard to lands north of Wongan Hills,
promised that the Lands Department
wonld go into the matter; and the pres-
ent Minster for Lands has made the same
promise; but we lave only to turn up
to-day’s newspaper io find the same thing
going on merrily and no attempt on the
part of the Government to stop it. It
meuns that men who are desivous of de-
veloping our land, who look forward to
going on it to build np homes and elear
and cuoltivate it, are unable to get land
from the State in many instanees; but by
paving £100 or £200 or £300, as the case
may be, they ean go to these people who
have done no development work and get the
land; but they have to use money, which
wonld eome in very handy to develop the
land. for the purpose of the preliminary
proeess of going on to it in its natural
state. That should not be part of the
poliey of any Government who appear
to be genuinely desirous of vpening np
lands. and what I ask is that the Govern-
ment should give some honest evidence
of their desire to prevent it in the future,
We have not had that evidence in the
past, and we must bhave it in the future
if we are not to discourage setflement in-
stead of encourage it. The present Trea-
snver when he talks about the policy for
the people lias in his mind a very eirecamn-
scribed number of people indeed. In
fact., when he talks of the people be has
in his mind people not many times more
numerous than the Seven Tailors of Too-
lev-streef. who nddressed the King as
“We, the people of England.”

Mr. Underwood: And the shareholders
of St. George’s-terrace!

Mr. BATH: Yes; they are not many
times more numerouns. It is time the term
“people” should be a wider and wore
embracing one. and that it should take in
the whole of the people of the State. My
protest is against the fact that. although
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we have had a guod season, although
there is a prospect of encouraging de-
velopment in the future, only a few ure
reaping the advantage, while the great
bulk of the people go unregarded. Even
in the policy of railway construction we
have the Treasurer in effect making a uift
of £10,000 so far as regards those rail-
ways incloded in the return laid on the
Table. a clear gift of £10,000 to a set of
eonfractors for nothing, a sum of £10,000
in excess of what our well organised
Public Works Construetion Department
would have constrneted the railways for
—and, [ guarantes, made a better job
of it. Now, the Treasurer wonld not have
done anything more objectionable or more
evil if le had gone to these people and
said, ¥I am in favowr of private enter-
prise. (ome along, I am going to en-
courage vou. Here is £10,000 out of the
Treasury.” The Treasurer can declare
and enjoy as much as he likes his prefer-
ence for private enterprise, but 1 do
strongly protest against the Treasurer, os
a Minister responsible to Parliament and
to the pecple. using the people’s money.
as it were, to xratify what, after all, are
his private inelinations. When he takes
a position as Premier, or as a Minister,
he is there to wateh over and guard the
interests of the public; he is there, if
necessary, to sacrifice his own private in-
clinations in the interests of thal public;
and we liave not enough in the minds of
our Ministers of that policy, of that deep-
seated devotion to the interests of the
public at large. It is not only in this
instance of the extra payment to con-
tractors over and above what the Publie
Works Depaitmenl would  have con-
strueted the railway for, but it is in other
directions. Turn to the Public Accounts
for the last finaneial year. Looking over
the items under the heading of “Develop-
ment of Agricnlture” we find items which
have never been explained to members of
the House. | protest against it. I say
that members on both sides of the House
shounld hold Ministers aeccountable to Par-
liament for expenditure of this kind. T
will just read a few of the items. Here
is Return 26 on page 91. We have ihe
Denmark estate. In that instance a gentle-
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man was paid £8 a week or £11 a week,
! do not know which it was, to zo all ihe
way to New Zealand to gather grass seed
whieli conld have been secured by a cahle
message, and the New Zealand Govern-
ment would have been only too glad as an
act of courlesy to assist us. We have
never had an account given to Parlia-
ment of the expenditure on the Denmark
estate, as to the vseults, and as to lhow
it balances. Again, in regard to specinl
settlemems.  We have had ne aceount o
Parlianent as to the results. The amount
was voted trom loan funds and there has
heen no account as to the result. Agaiu,
in regard to the vote for the purchase rf
stock for settlers. When was there ever
an aecount given to Parliament as to
what amounts have been repaid? There
iz no explanation in the Public .lccounts,
nor has there been any explanation or
elueidation by Ministers so that members
nay kinow how the poliey panned out,
The same¢ ean be said of other items, sach
as “purchase ot stud stoek,” “phosphatie
deposiis.” A year or two agoe we heard
of the magnificent deposits opened up on
the north eoast west of Moora, and about
the magnificent advantage they would
be to the agrienlturists of Western Aus-
tralia, and as to how these phosphatic
manures were to be placed on the market
at about half the rate now charged 1o
farmers. We have the item, “phosphatie
deposits, £2,043,” but that is all we know,
We do not know whether there has been
any development or what the Government
are poing to do in order o make tbese
available to farmers at a fair rate. The
(tovernment simply apply the money and
say, “Hang Parliament; there is no fur-
ther need to worry about the matter.”
These are the things I object to, and the
things which should be brought before
Parliament and for which Ministers
should be accountable.  These are the
aets of maladministration or evidences of
lack of administration whieh hon. mem-
bers complain about,

The Attorney (General: You do uot
mean that we should go before a judge
on these complaints?

My, BATH: Ministers are never tired
of telling us of what they are going to
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do in regard fo railways, but we do not
find that Ministers are rising above
parochial considerations and giving rve-
gard to the interests of the State as a
whole. Take, for instance, the delay in
giving an answer or having an investiga-
tion into the proposal for the construc-
tion of a railway from Esperance. We
are told the Government are desirous of
opening up the land in that distriet, where
on the authority of one of their inspectors
we have some of the finest agricultural
land in Western Anustralia, land that will
produce 20 bushels of wheat to the acre.
On the other hand, we have settlers who
are anxious to get land, and people com-
ing from outside complain of the diffienl-
ties they meet in securing land for settle-
ment and send eomplaints to important
newspapers like the Bradford Observer
in the old country, romplaints which un-
doubtedly de us a great deal of harm,
complaints whieh, in my opinion, have
hastened the resignation of the Acting
Agent General in London because he had
not the malerial with which to reply Lo
them and had to state to the Bradford
Observer that he would “make b farther
replies fo the complaints.” We have
those anxious for land complaining that
they eannot get it, and yet we have the
Ciovernment hesitating and halting over
the guestion of deeiding whether this
railway novth from Esperance shall be
constructed or not. 1 say they owe a
duty to the State; and even if parochial
vonsiderations do work the other way,
Ministers should rise above that and
should have an investigation, and a
prompt iuvestigation, into the ecapabili-
lies of that distriet; and if the Govern-
ment regard the railway as warranted, the
line should be eonstructed in defiance of
all the parochialists who may utter their
warpings in the ears of the Government.
Now, in regard to mining, I hope at the
present juncture the Government will take
advantage of the fact that attention has
been drawn towards Western Australia,
that interest is being renewed in ar
mining in lhe great investing centre of
London, that demands are coming from
the Eastern centres of population in {he
Cominonwealth and that there are a unm-
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ber of people on the lookout for mining
propositions; and 1 hope they will utilise
the spportunity for inereasing the develop-
ment of our mining resources. ln the
past, of conrse, there has been neglect.
In the past the fair demands of those
who have been working for many years
in what may be termed a slack time in
developing have been to some extent dis-
regarded; bul I say there is time to re-
trieve our error, and that at the present
time we should give that encourage-
ment fto prospeetors to open up
shows for which later on we may have
the opportunity of securing eapital.
We ought to seize the trend at the right
time. We ought to take it at the fHood
time and utilise this opportuity not ouly
for a sectional but for a general advance
in the development of our mining indus-
tries througheut WWestern Australia. I
have always regarded, for instance, that
parr of the country extending rivht firm
the Yilgarn railway to Blackk Range as
a tract well worth prospeeting. in which
there is a possibility of opening up con-
siderable areas of payable country; and
with the enconragement civen at the right
time new fields would therchy be opened
up, equal, if not superio, to Saundstone
and Youanme. [ hopt attention will not
be concentrated on the Ballfinch area but
that regard will be paid to those other
distriets where men have been struggling
for years past and bave been sticking to
the districts with the hope that their ef-
forts would in the future he rewarded.
These distriets are worthy of encourage-
ment just as meeh as is the Bullficeh
area, and I hope that encouragement
will be given by the present Minister. I
also hope, and I do not know shether
my lope will be realised, bat I believe
there should be made an earnest effort to
apply the labour covenants on our mining
leases. We have too long neglected to do
this in the fear, to my mind imaginative,
that it is going to retard the investracnt
of capital or cause capitalists to take um-
brage at the action of the Gevernment.
I helieve that to-morrow, on fields like
(Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, we ecould
largely increass the population, the num-
ber of those who are securing a living
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frow mining, if many of these areas were
opened up to those who at the present
time ean only secure tributes thereon on
the most exorhitant and unsatisfactory
terms. Tanowna is another place. T am
naming a few with whieh I am familiar,
but they are only a few, where the tri-
buter can only get unecertain or short
tenure, and where the tribute is an exor-
bitant one.  The tributer is absolately
handicapped and unable to carry on work
in a lemrimate fashion. Tf instead of
having w pay iribute to shepherds he
were placed in a position to work the
claim tor bhimself we would have many
payable and long lived mining proposi-
tions opened up on the goldfields thvough-
out the State. 1 do not propose o ex-
tend my remarks any further execept to
say | believe that if we are to veap
the full advantage of thc present ad-
vanee in nining, if we are to reap the full
advantage of these prosperous years
which we are at present enjoyving. and
which 1 hope we will continue to enjoy
in our mining, in our agriculiurs! and in
our pastoral industries, we must remem-
ber ihat these resonrces are not placed at
owr disposal for the benefit of the few
bat for the benefit of the many. The
policy of the Government has not te be
a poliev framed in the interests of the
favoured few; it has not to be one framed
in the iuteresis of those who dignify them-
selves by the lerm of private enterprise.
but it must be a policy framed in the in-
terests of the great bulk of the eommunity.
With our minvers we have fo give them
opportunities for developing their proper-
ties withont having to pav exorbitant tri-
bute, without having to encounter severe
disadvantages in carrving out their work.
With the farmers, those who ave desirous
of farming the land and not farming the
farmers. we have to give them ready ac-
cess to the land withont their having to
pay toll to the wo-hetween. We have to
extend our efforts in regard to the agri-
eultural bank; we will have fo liberalise
its provisions. We will have to do some-
thing in the matter of our farmers se-
enning cheaper agrieultural machinery,
cheaper requisites for ecarrying on their
work. In regard (o the timber industry we
will have to take more note of those warn-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ings repeatedly nrged by the member for
Forrest {Mr. O’'Loghlen). We will have
to recognise that the poliey which has been
forced upon the Governments of other
eountries in regard to the conservation of
their timber resources is one which we
akso will have to adopt or we will find
our timbey resnurces at an end within a
comparatively short pertod. We will have
to go in for a poliev of scientifie eon-
servation. I recognise that it is worth ex-
pending money on at the present time. nnt
only in our own interests, but in ihe in-
terests also of posterity, and I hope the
Minister for Lands and his eolleazues
will awaken from their apathy on the
matter and give earnest altention to this
question of forest conservation. We
will alse have to vecognise that if the pas-
toral industry is to be as beneficial to the
State as it is to those engaged in it at
the present time there musl be a change
of poliey in connection with it; that
there must he smaller areas; that we must
have a greater population utilising oor
pastoral aveas than at the present time,
I remember when first T came into Par-
liament, before T had wmuch personal
knowledge of the agrieultural and pas-
toral areas of Western Australia, I said the
policy we ought to pursue in regard to this
land in what T might term the doubtful
rainfall was to adopt a system of grazing
leases such as they have in New Zea-
Jand: not the conditional pnrchase leases
which we call grazing leases here, but an
actual lease. Then we could settle people
on these areas in the Eastern country of,
say, 10,000 or 20,000 acres, while in other
districts they could be of, say, 50,000
or 60,000 acres instead of half a million
as at the present time. By that
means we would have a lacger
population drawing sustenance from
oar pastoral resources than  under
existing conditions. We would have
a line of defence against the rabbits, be-
cause with these smaller areas it would
he profitable to wire net the leases. Then,
later on, when we found that by improved
agronomical methods we conld nse this
land for agricultural purposes, we wounld
not have to pay exorbitant sums to buy
the leaseholders out; because the land
wonld be held on lease, and, always sup-



[29 Novemper, 1910.]

posing proper compensation for disturb-
ance and resumption, we could resume the
leases when agrienltural science had made
such strides as to warrant that course
being taken. This is the policy to be pur-
sued by the Government if we are to se-
<cure full development of our resources and
_fo build up in Western Aunstralia a happy
and contented people.

Mr, HOLMAN: I move—

That progress be reporied.

Motion pat and a division taken with

the following resuli:

Ayes Ve . .. 16
Noes Ve - 21
Majority against .. 6
AYES.
Mr. Bath Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr Bolten ' Mr. Price
Mr. Collter ' Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Bwan
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Horap Mr. Walker
‘Mr. Johnsou Mr. Underwoed
Mr. McDowall {Teller).
NoEs.
Mr. Brown Mr. Layman
Mr. Bulcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Careod Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Murphy
Mr. Davies i Mr. Nanson
Mr. Foulkes My, Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr, Pleste
Mr. Hardwick Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Gordeon
Mr. Jacoby (Teller).

Motion thos negatived.
Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. UNDEREWOOD (Pitbara): Be-
fore speaking on the vote for His Excel-
leney, I would just like to make a most
emphatic protest against the position
taken up by the Premier in regard to the
introduction of the Redistribution of
Seats Bill. He has stated that while
members on the one side of the Honse
know what is in that Bill, members on
the other do not.

The Premier: What has that got to
do with the Estimates?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It has nothing
to do with the Esiimates, but when a
number of people are suffering an injus-
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ttce they have a mght to diseuss that in-
justice on the Kstimates and to prevent
the passing of supplies uniil satisfaction
is received. That, I learn from the mem-
ber for Kanowna, is a privilege that bas
come down to us from practically the
first Parliaments in Britain.

The Premier: That i not right.

Mr. UNDERWOQOQOD: Ii may not be
right, but T want to say that T am as
cood as any man in this Parliament, and
I have as much right to information as
any man i it. I say moreover that
when that information is withheld from
me it is an insult to me, and to the peo-
ple 1 vepresent.

The Premier:
proper time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Wa will get it
at the proper time, but I am expressing
my emphatic protest against this informa-
tion being given to one side and withheld
from the other. In these suspicious cir-
cumstalnices one might be justified in com-
ing to the conciusion that the Bill is one
of which the Premier is ashamed. In re-
eard to the question of the finanges, it
has been well said by various wiiters
quoted by the leader of the Opposition
that finance is really the art of polities.
With that sentiment I thoroughly agree,
and further I am of opinion that aone of
the most important branches of finance is
that in regard to the loan policy. After
all no very great art of finanee is re-
quired when we are paying our way.
Any ordinary woodyvard proprietor, or
farmer, or miner, or other person can
finance on those lines, and I am of opinion
that wherever possible they are the safest
and best lines to go upon, But, it has
been found on occasions that loans are
neeessary, and sometimes it has been
found by past Governments that in times
of urgeney loans should be floated for
non-productive works; but it has been
laid down by all men who are given
eredit for a knowledge of polities that it
shounld be the duty of the Government of
the day to pay their wav as they go along
in  rezard to ordinary expenditure.
Therefore the construction of reemrring
works from loan money by the present
Government eannot be too strongly con-
demned. We are told that after all pos-

You will get it at the
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terity has nothing to fear, that we have a
perfeot right to enter into undertakings
and to ‘huld up a huge debt. Tn faect,
some citizens seem to be of the opinion
that it is a very elever thing to do, and
there is much spectons argument used in
support of that policy. For instance the
Daily News in dealing with the recent dis-
cussion on the object of the loan pro-
posals laid it down that after all we are
conferring a blessing on posterity, we are
handing them down a splendid asset, and
even if the asset is not paid for they will
still have the asset. 1 just want teo men-
tion what some of these assets are.
Amongst them is the asset of immigration,
and judging by the eonsiderable number
of immigrants who have appeared at the
police cour and some of whom are down
at Fremantle, posterity is not likely to
find in them a very profitable asset, ¢on-
sideving that posterity will also he left
with the bill for their passages out here,
Another asset that will be left to pos-
terily is the telegraph lines. Some mil-
lions of pounds of loan money are heing
spent in Austealia on telegrapl lines. but
it is easily within the bounds of possi-
bility thai in less than a senre of vears
we will lTave wireless telegraphy, and
then what sort of an asset will we have
left posterity for the debt on the con-
struetion of the telegraph lines? We
have in our own State up to date ex-
pended something like twelve million
pounds upon railways. These railways
are construeted on what is known as the
narrow-gauge system. It has been, I
believe, guaranteed by some past Gov-
ernment of this State that if the Federal
Government will construet a railway from
Port Angusta to Kalgoorlie this State
will be prepared to make the gauge uni-
form from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle.
That being so. it mnst be apparent to
everyone who has considered the question
that it wili be absoluiely necessary in the
course of a few years after the con-
struction of that trans-continental rail-
way to build a wide-gauge line from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantle When we build
that line we will also have to alter the
gauge of practically all the other lines
in Western Australia, for after all we
must bear in mind that this is a main

-
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trunk line, and the other lines running
on to it will have to be converted to the
same gauge, or we will have rolling stock
tocked wp in little bits of loop-lines all
over the Souih-Western portion of the
Btate. To recomstruct the lines, alter the
platforms, and get new volling stock will
cost millions of pounds; in fact, of the
twelve million pounds already spent on
railways and volling stock a very small
atpoant indeed will remain when we bave
altered the gauge of owr lines, and then
we will have not only the debt on the
construction of the narrow-gauge lines
but also the debt on the construction of
the wide-gauge lines, but we will still have
only the one asset to hand down to pos-
terity. Further than that, it is nuite
within the range of possibility that within
a seore of years the mono-rail, or some
other improved method of locomotion will
be introduced. aud all the assets repre-
seuted by practically the whole of our
railways will disappear. But we will
still have our debts; in faet, it seems to
me that the only thing that is certain is
the debt. 'That, like the brook, aceording
to some financiers is likely to go on for
ever, and we and ounr children are to con-
titne for ever paying interest to the
children and the cehitdren’s children of
the money-lenders of to-day, That is a
system of finance 1 have protested against,
and will continue to protest against.
Most of the items T have mentioned are
really what are termed productive works.
Then again we bhave the non-productive
works, and they are practically reewmrring
works. For instance there is this Parlia-
ment building. T believe there will be a
proposal on the Loan Estimates this year
for the expenditure of £10,000 or £15,000
for the extension of this building.

Mr. Collier: We will oppose that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We wil op-
pose it, but I am afraid our opposi-
tion will be unavailing. I trust, how-
ever, that some day there will be an
Opposition strong encugh to prevent this
kind of finance. In my opinion long be-
fore that loan has ran its comrse this
building will have fallen down, at least
the portion which we oceupy to-day. 1
feel confident that there are many people
alive to-day who will live to see this House
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in ruivs, which possibly will be before
many of the members of to-day have gone
to “another place.”

The Premier: Is there going to be an
earthquake?

Mr. TNDERWOOD : No: but this
huilding was put up on the jerry contract
system, and the contractor made so much
money out of it that he has not taken
a contract sinee. It does not require a
practised eye to see the places wlere i
is already falling down, and those places
demonstrate to even the veriest layman
in building matters that this House is not
going to last until the sinking fund has
paid off the debt on its construetion.
Again. we have the publie huildings. I
ask any hon. member of this Parliament
if be is of opinion that these publie build-
ings are of any practical use to-day? The
Government offices—tlie Lands and Sur-
veys, and the buildings behind the Post
(Office 1 am speaking of—we recognise
now are beeoming totally useless, and the
officers of the Lands Department find it
is almost impossible to run the depart-
ment in such peenliarly and badly con-
strueted premises. These premises will
have to be pulled down and rebuilt, and
the places that we shall build will be left
for posterity; a splendid asset, accord-
ing to a writer in the Daily News. Again,
we have the rabbit-proof fence, to whieh
I have alluded a lot of times. The rab-
bit-proof fence, it is highly probable, will
wholly fail to effect the purpose for which
it was constrmeted. Further than that I,
as well as many others, am of opinion
that there was mnothing to ereet it for,
for the rabbits would not live in that
eountry. Only yesterday we noticed a
veport in the newspaper from the Chief
Rabbit Inspector, Mr. Crawford, stating
that the rabbits are now inside the secand
fence. They have been inside the first
fence, as I said the other night., for a
great number of years, and now we are
told they are inside the second fence. T
am convineed, and I have experience to
back me up, that even if we had 50 fences
the rabbits would eventnally get inside
all; therefore, there is no justification or
warrant for constrneting sueh a work
as that ont of loan fund, and what is
eertainly of a far more serious nature is
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the fact that the work is being main-
tained out of loan. One would think that
it would have been sufficient to construct
it out of loan money and then at least
keep it n a fair state of repair out of
revenne. and if the revenue cannot do that,
it is a poor old country that is not worth
a fence. As a matter of faet, the only
use the fence is is to prevent rabbits get-
ting into what might be termed the pas-
toral country. Rabbits will never remain
in agrieultural eountry if it is properly
settled. Most of our pastoral lands pay
vent to the State, and there is a buge
revenue received from this sourece from
the middle, western, and north-western
portion of the State, and surely out of
those land vents we could find sutficient
money to pay for the upkeep and
maintenanee of the rabbit-proof fence.
Then, again. we come to another splendid
asset, the dinner at the Palace hotel,
whiclk was paid for out of loan money.
When speaking on this the other night
the member for Fremantle suggested that
possibly T opposed this item from loan
expenditure because I was not invited
to the dinner. T will tell the hon. mem-
her for fear he does not know if, that 1
have put into the waste paper basket
since I have heen in this House more in-
vitations to dinners, luncheons, and free
feeds than any other hon, member in this
Parliament, and it is quite possible that
T will continue to do so, and take no par-
tieular credit for virtue with regard tn
the matter. As a result of that dinner
all that posterity will have will be the
old menn and the bill. Another item
we find on the Estimates (that same para-
graph the member for Brown Hill re-
ferred to) is No. 26, Eastern journ-
alists visit, £181. This is an asset
to hand down tfo posterity, and those
who are to hand it down to posterity
certainly should not endeavour to take
any credit for it. T trust that the time
will come when Western Australia will
retarn men to this Parliament who will
find means for paying for such things
as visits of Eastern States’ pressmen, din-
ners for distingmished visitors, rabbit-
proof fences, and all that kind of stuff
out of revenue, and I trust further that
they will also endeavonr to find money
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to construet some of our reproductive
works as well as non-productive works
out of revenue. In speaking the other
night I said I was opposed to loan funds
for reproductive works when it is possible
to construet them out of revenue, and I
am still, notwithstanding the rusl some
members made to get away from that, in
favowr of econstructing all the works we
can out of revenue. It has been stated
that this is not the Labour policy. Ier-
haps it is not, but I want to say eclearly
it iz my poliey, and it is the poliev that
I put before my clectors before I came
to this House and when 1 was returned
on the seeond oceasion. Buf with regard
to the Labour party’s policy, the Labour
party’s objection is to the securing of the
full results of their industry to all pro-
ducers by collective ownership of indus-
trial and economic functions of State and
municipality. If eolleetive ownership
means paying out of revenuve, T am at a
loss to know the meaning of those words.
They do not appear to me to mean that
we shall be ecolleetive nortgagees and
that the real owners shall be some money-
lenders, most probably in another part of
the world. I would point out. in my
opinion, the workers and producers can
never get the full benefit of their labours
while we have to pay a toll for the
money, We know to-day that many of
our railway men are not reeeiving wages
that men shonld be receiving for the work
they are doing in a State like this. In the
Midland workshops we have any amount
af nien, and men who have been there a
considerable time, good men. working for
8s. a day, and we have some who are get-
ting 8s. 6d: There are many oecupations
in connection with those works for which
8s. 6d. is the top wage being paid and the
highest wage whieh the men can possibly
get.  All our feitlers, permanent way
men, and interlocking men get 8s. a day,
and that is the highest they ean earn. I
sav that sueh a wage is not one that
should be paid to any man in Western
Australia, and the State should eeriainly
endeavour to pay a considerably higher
wage to the whole of these emplovees. T
contend that men should he able to work
up to at least 10s. a day in a Stiate like

thiz. TWhy cannot they do thai? We
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find we have to pare, cut, trim, and econ-
omise in our railways and scheme io pay
interest, The greatest expense in connec-
tion with our railways is the interest upon
them.

Mr, Jacoby: ‘Thev wounld not be there
at all 1f it had not been for the money
we borrowed.

Mr. NDERWOOD: Still I am of op-
inion, and I shall show it before I sit
down, that it is possible to construct rail-
ways without having loans, and we will
find, I think, that the Federal Parliament
will construet some railways without loan
motiey. We liward in connection with the
recent tramway strike—I use the word
strike and charge Lhe expression np to Mr.
Justice MeMillan—we were told that the
ecompany which was making huge progress
conld not pay decent wages beeause of the
interest which was being taken from the
company by the bond holders. The hond
holders, they slated. were getting five per
cent. and the shareholders 1%, per cent,,
and the men who were driving the trams
and doing the work weve getting a bare
living wage and were working under con-
ditions whieh were quite unflt for Austra-
lians, and the plea was that they conld
not pay hetter wages because of the Lon-
don bond holder. We are told on every
oceasion that the London bond holder is
preventing the workers of Western Aus-
tralia from metting what I eonsider to be
a fair and decent return for the work
they do. We were met with the same pro-
position in the Arbitration Court with re-
gard to the timber industry.

My. Jacoby: How much does protection
take out of the worker’s pocket?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I cannot exactly
say. 1 bave not reckoned the amount up
vet, but I hope to inform the hon. mem-
ber before the Redistribution of Seats Bill
is introduced. We were struck with the
proposition in the Arbitration Court that
the timber combine could not pay wages
because the bond holders and capitalists
did not get their pound of flesh, and until
they bad their pound of flesh the workers
mnst take anyvthing that was left over.
Again, take this position. We say it is the
policy of the country to build State works
with the view of allowing the producers
to get a fair return and to abolish the pro-
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fit of the middleman, and we put up this
position,that we will not allow the middie-
man to get a profit out of a four mill but
we will build a State flour mill, and in-
stead of giving the profit to the middle-
man who is almost always in Western
Australia, we will pay it in the shape of
interest to the money-lender in Lendon.
T want to say with vegard to this matter
that T am not convinced by any means at
all that Awstralia cannot get out of the
pawnshop; T am eonvineed that Australia
ean. T want to gay that T know as well
as any other man that it would be impos-
sible to introduce immediately a poliey ot
total non-borrowing, There are many
works of nrgent necessity the money for
which eannot be obtained from the people
withont eausing great ineonvenienee and,
possibly, distress, and, therefore, to lide
them over for some time we float a loan
bul the position is, it is only fair and bare
honesty to pay for our general expendi-
ture out of revenune. The first thing to be
done in my opinion in Western Australia
iz to pay for all non-reproductive works
out of revenue, and to put aside a sum of
money for a fund for the eonstruetion of
the reproductive works out of revenue
The member for Brown Hill has suggest-
ed, and I have heard the suggestion be-
fore, that we shounld devote some, ar all
of the revenue from land sales for the
constroetion of public works, and with
this proposal I thoroughly agree. 1 hold,
in faet, that it is the absolute duty of the
present generation, the people of the pre-
sent time, to return to the land that which
they take from it or an equivalent to it. If
we part with the fee simple of the land
the least we can do is to place the money
to a fund for the construetion of works
to serve the land, and, as T say, it is ne-
cessary in the first place to pay our or-
dinary expenditure, and then to set aside
a small sum, to begin with, for the con-
struction of works out of rvevenue. By the
adoption of this system it would not be
long before we would be in a position to
considerably inerease the amount set aside
for the construction of works out of re-
venue. and each vear as we go on con-
strueting, the total abolition of borrow-
ing would be nearer and made easier of
attainment. It has been said we cannot
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build onr railways out of revenue. I know
we cannot build them all at the present
time. The world was not built i a day,
but a stmrt must have been made on some
day, and it seems to me it should be the
desire of Australians to get out of the
clutches of the money lender. If we are
going to do that the sooner we start the
better. There was a certain day when the
world started to be buill, therefore we
shonld have a day when we start to get
away from the eurse of borrowing. I re-
peat T eanot see how it is possible for the
people of this country to get the full bene-
fit of their labonr while we are paying
toll to the money lender, The nolicy of
endeavouring to retwrn full value for
labor nnder the loan poliey is sowething
like a woman trying to win a race in a
hobble skirt. Tt has heen stated heve sev-
eral times that the Australians will not
provide revenue for the eomstruction of
railwarvs, and the member for Swan just
interjected that if it was not for the loan
poliev we should have no railways. I am
of the opinion that the people of West-
ern Australia are quite prepaved to do a
lot of things if thev only get the e¢hnnee
of doing them, It is a pretty general op-
inion that there is no real patriotism in
the Anstralians. We have had rvecently in
Australia a German seientist by the name
of Manes. and he eame practically to the
same conclusion. He said—

Nowhere has the citizen more exten-
sive rights and fewer obligations. . . .
Australasians are admirers of their
own countries, vet lack true patriotism;
for patriotism must be judged by the
sacrifice one is prepared to make for
the fatherland.

The learned professor econld easily, with-
out being in any way dense, arrive at that
conclusion. [ am confident that the reason
Australians have not made a saerifice is
becaunse they have not been asked to make
a sacrifice yet. The only time the Aus-
tralian electors had a fair clear run at a
non-borrowing policy was at the last fed-
eral election. Tt was clearly laid down
theve that if the Labour party were re-
turned they intended to repeal the loan
authorisation Bills of the Fusion Govern-
ment, and the response of the Australian
eleciors on that occasion has passed into
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history, and it will be a prominent mark
in history for a long time to come, I
waunt to say further that the most popular
measure that has been passed in the Ans-
tralian Parliament during the session just
closed was the Bill repealing the loan
authorisations of their predecessors. Even
the great Sir John Forrest could net get
up and say a word against it, and (he
West Australian and the Daily News both
strngeled and never mentioned the faet
that the Labour Government had repealed
the Bill to borow three million pounds
for defence purposes, hecause they knew
that the people of Auvstralia thoroughly
agreed with it, There were a few re-
marks made the other night, statements
by way of interjection, that the Federal
Labour party intended to bnild the Trans-
Australian railway out of loan money. T
do not think anybody, I am sure I am not,
is empowered to speak on behalf of the
Federal Government. It is quite possible
that the Government will build that rail-
way out of loan money. On the other
hand I am convinced of this, that if they
can find revenne they will build the rail-
way out of revenue. They will only bnild
it out of loan money if they cannot find
it possible to build it by any other means.
That is the poliey T am advoecating. I
have yet to be eonvineed that it is abso-
lutely necessary to build that railway
from loan money. T feel pretty eonfident
that a fair portion of the eost of that
railway will be borne from the Consoli-
dated Revenne. I want to say in conelu-
sion, on the question of borrowing, thal
whether T am out of step or not I am
still opposed to borrowing, and hold this,
that we can never get that prosperity in
Australia that we are entitled to unless
and until we have decided that we will
get out of the pawn shop. I have no
doubt whatever as to the opinion of the
people of Western Australia, and T am
confident that if given a vote on ihis
question they will return a very large
majority in favonr not only of the con-
struction of all non-reproductive works
out of revenue, but a portion also of the
reproductive works from the same source.
I do npot think it is necessary to go
through the other parts of the financial
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statement, as several other speakers have
already been through them to some ex-
tent. There is one question whieh I think
is deserving of a few remarks and that iz
in regard to immigration. I do not know
that I have much to say on the question.
The membher for Cue reminds me that
what T have said before on the matter is
worth while saying again. I desire to
point out the utter futility of spending
money in this eonnection, The fact that
we are advertising and to a very great
extent paying men to put up a case that
is not aecording to faet is not going to
improve the position of Western Anstra-
lia by one immigrant. I bave just come

across a ecutting from the “Sunday
Classie,” T think that is the name of the
paper.

Mr. Troy: What is elassie?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Well it knows
something about Latin T take it. At any
rate it is the Sunday Times. 1 look upon
this paper as a classic beecause it deplored
the faet that I did not know anything of
Latin. I may say in passing that previ-
ously I did not know the Sunday Times
was a Latin paper. I shoald have thonght
French was its strong point, French
learned in Brookman Street. This cutting
says—

The London papers are devoting
some attention to the Bullfinch find, hut
are not giving it one-twentieth of the
space that they lavished on the Bitier
Creek “blue duck®—the finding of a
few colours in British Columbia.

This is the point I wish to impress on
members—

But then Canada runs an alert Press

ageney in London, whereas W.A. rubs

along with a typist and a stamp-licker

and a travelling lantern lecturer, and

similar futilities.
The position is this. What we are asked
to do is to appoint more Press agents
who take twenty times as much spaee in
dealing with a “blue duck™ or a few col-
ours as has been devoted to the Bullfinch
mine, and this is what the Government
tell us will do such a large amount of
good for Western Australia, and provide
us with such a number of immigrants. Tt
says that the Bullfinch has not received
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one-twentieth of the space which a “blue
duck” swindling mine in Canada bas re-
ceived. You have still to bear in mind
notwithstanding the very little space we
received in the London papers we were
able to float, and by the market to sell a
mine, practically only a pothole for a
million and a-half of money. And if we
can do that without these Press agents I
am convineed we do not want Press agents
there, I am convinced by the share mar-
ket and the sale of other properties in the
vicinity of Bullfineh that bave taken place
in London that we have been sufficiently
advertised there, and if we were to have
more than that it would be liable to do us
more harm than good. 1 have explained
the position before as to the Press. They,
of course, advocate advertising. It is quite
right that they shounld, because they gcet
mouey for it. [t wonld he rather foolish
not to advoeate advertising, but T cer-
tainly think that they shonld pay some-
body to write 2 few parvagraphs to put
a little bit more logic in the paper. They
deplore the fact that Western Australia
has not paid pressmen to lie abont mat-
ters and swindle the people of Loudon
with bogus gold mines. T trust the Parlia-
ment will never pass money to swindle the
people of London or anywhere else.
While we have got a genuine mine or
genuine agricultural land I have not the
slightest fear we cannot sell them when
we want to do so, and the fact that we
sold the Bullfinch as T said just now
for such a phenomenally high price for
the work done on it, iudicates elearly that
if we put only a stamp licker in London
he is sufficient to advertise the good
things done in Western Australia. I have
mentipned before the somewhat specious
method adopted by Sir Newton Moore in
this connection when he read the tele-
gram in regard to farmers’ wives, The
statement handed out to the women of
Englapd that our farmers wanted wives,
Jed them to believe that all they had to
do was to land in Western Australia and
they would have husbands already pro-
vided for them. I do not mind the case
being clearly stated if it is necessary to
state it at all; and if we state the ques-
tion fairly to the women of England,
what can we tell them? We can tell them
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that there is employment in Western Aus-
tralia for domestic servants, and that
there is vroomn for a few barmaids and tea-
shop givls, but thal when it comes to a
guestion of finding husbands they have to
compete in a well-stocked market against
some of the finest women iu the world.
In my opinion—and [ am somewhat of a
judge—there is vo part of Australia, at
any rate, where there are better women
and finer potential molhers than are to be
seen any day in the week, and on San-
days, in Perth. The marvel is to me that
any man ¢an remain single. He must be
a poor sort of a farmer indeed that cannot
met a wife in Western Aunstralia. I gunar-
antee that he could pick up an odd one or
two—I could do it some years ago—at
Bunbury. I believe that he would even
get one or two in Sussex. That is one
thing we are very well provided with,
and all first-class too. As [ have said be-
fore, I hold it is not necessary to adver-
tise. If we have a good thing, if we are
able to offer good wages and constant
waork, the people of other parts of the
world will find it out for themselves, just
as | found it out for myself when there
was not enly no advertising but the whole
of the Press of the Eastern Stiates was
doing its utmost to prevent people from
coming to Western Australia, and telling
them that Western Auslralia was not a
good place to come to. We eame in spite
of that, and we have another instance of
it oceurring at the present moment. Yor
many years past the tendeney has been in
November and December for a very large
nnmber of people to leave Western Aus-
tralia for a trip East; there has always
been an excess of departures over arrivals
in these two months; but at the present
time we find, now we have the Bullfinch
boom and other mines producing fairly
eond pold. aud uvew goldfields districts
heing opened up, and the agricultaral in-
dustry a success, for the first time we have
a surplus of immigrants from the Eastern
States durving these two months, and I
have been informed that the boats coming
from tbe Wast have all their space taken
up right up to the end of this year. Of
course this is due to the fact that we have
some new gold mines, and that theré is
work here and reasonably good wages for
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the people when they come, We have had
an office in Melbourne for four or five
years, and have spent thousands of
pounds on it, yet one good gold mine will
do mere in six months than that office
could do in six years—I go further and
say in six huodred years; in fact the
office would never bring in any. If there
is nothing here to come for, they will leave
when they get here. If there is anything
worth conmting for they will find it out For
themselves. That is hetier than having a
little shop window in Collins-street, Mel-
bourpe. I am reminded that it is only
a few years ago that, witheut having any
agents in Western Australia, or without
spending a penny in advertising for im-
migrants, New South Wales, and to a
lesuer extent Vicloria, received a large
number of people from Western Australia.
It will ever occuy that if we hav a zood
country for them to come to the immi-
grants will come to it. I am confident
that in the next few years, and I believe
continuing for a great many years. there
will be a great deal of progress apparent
in the whole of Australia, not only in
‘Western Australia. We find that practic-
ally throughout the whole of the conti-
nent there are no unemployed, and that
wages are rising; and looking ahead,
there are some very large and important
works to be carried out; and before they
are carried oul wages will be considerably
higher. We must bear in mind that we
have two long transcontinental railways
to build, and I have every confidence in the
Labour Governmeni will build both of
them, We have the revival of mining in
this State; we have also the assurance of
a large increase in agrienltural produce;
and if we get anything like good land
legislation, there will be enormous agri-
cultural progress in this State. We have
to bear in mind also that the Labour Go-
vernment in New South Wales have de-
cided to open up iron mines at Lithgow
in conjunetion, of course, with a coal
mine; and we will then be in the position
of requiring mechanies to eonstruct rail-
way material; alse all deseriptions of
miners and iron foundry men. We will
also require a large number of navvies,
and an increase of gold miners for this
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State. This is the state of affairs that is
most likely, after all, to secure the in-
coming of a large number of immigrants,
When we go to the old country, to Eng-
land, as we mostly do, looking for immi-
grants, we must perforce get practicslly
town people. It is impossible to get any
bushmen, Thevre are no ring-barkers in
England; there are no roughriders there
exeept on tram cars and 'buses; there are
no fences there: in fact there is no bush
there. It is absard to expeet it, and we
will never tind it, except in a very few
instances, that we ean go to London and
obtain men who will be suitable for bush
work. Our immigrants obtained in Lon-
don, or in any part of England or Eu-
rope, will, therefore, not be men to go
upon the land straight away and open up
that land successfully; but they will be
able to go as navvies and as miners to a
lesser extent; and the opening up of these
aveones of employment will fit them fo
go upon the land after they have served
some time in other occupations in Ans-
tralia. It is absolutely necessary for al-
moest every ordinary labourer coming from
England to get used to Australia before .
he ean hope to be successful as an Aus-
tralian farmer. This being the case, I
am eonvinced that there is no necessity
whatever to rush to London to get farm
labourers; because after all there are very
few of them there, and we will only get
town bred men and women, and these are
people who will ecome to Australia of
their own aceord if there is work for them
to do and if the wages are here; and the
better class of men will come when they
have to pay their own passages. So there
is no necessity to make such an gwful
rush to get people to oecupy our lands.
We are selling something like two mil-
lion aeres a year. We sold two million
acres last year, and we have sold, so far,
something itke seventeen million acres.
After all, we have only soventy million
acres within the rainfall belt altogether,
and there is not half of it enltivable land.

Mr. Scaddan: It is reckoned at one-
third.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: That would be
about twenty-five million acres. We have
already sold seventeen million or eighteen



|29 Novexspr, 1010.]

million acres, and we are selling two
millions each year. If we run on at that
rate, in six years time it will not be a
question of requiring settlers for our
land, it will be a question of requiring
land to put our settlers on. There will
be no diflienlty in selling the good wheal
land possessed by Western Aunstralia.
The faet that all the people of Western
Australia are now rushing to get a cut
into this land is proof that it is not
necessary to send out of Western Aus-
tralia to be able to sell every acre of
first-class wheat land we possess; and as
soon as it is possible to get that land sur-
veyed 1 am confident we will find appli-
eanls for it. The only thing 1 am afraid
of is that we will not get applicants—we
may get the applicants, bat they will not
be from men who intend to put that land
to its proper use, thai is, eultivation.
And the guestion that comes to my mind.
the very great danger that appears to me.
is that in a very few years we will have
sold all our land and will have no land
to offer either to settlers eoming into the
State or those already here. And yet
our lands will not have heen put to those
uses to which they must be put if the
country is to progress as it should do and
as we expect it to. This brings me to
the «question of the land poliey, T have
no desire to enter into the discussion that
took place on the no-confildence motion.
Still I may be exeused, perhaps, if I make
a slight passing reference to some matters
that were touched upon on that oecasion.
The most prominent thing, aceonding to
tlie ’ress, was the ernshing and annghi-
lating reply ot the Premier to his erities.
If you were 1o take out of the leading
artieles of the loeal papers “the ¢rushing
reply,” “the annihilating reply,” ‘the
scathing reply”—if you remove these
phrases from the leading anticles the resi-
due would not half £l the space nsunally
devoted to leading articles. Bat it is io
me peculiar that after making such a
crushing and annihilatine reply to his
erities, after having proved beyond ali
shadow of doubt to his own satisfaction
and to the satisfaction of his Press bar-
rackers that there was nothing whatever
in the charges made by the Opposition—
that after all that the Premier should have
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appointed a judge to see if there was any-
thing in those charges. However, T am
quite prepared to listen to some more
erushing replies; and if the ecritieisms
of the Opposition are not more erushed
before the next general election than they
bave been so far I am pretty certain that
in the next Parliament I shall be speaking
From that { Ministerial) side of the Honse,

Mr. Seaddan; You will he wiving some
crushing replies.

'The Minister tor Mines: You will be
crushed younrself.

Mr. CNDERWOOD: It will not
{rouble me, for I may win Menzies vet.
There are one or two other matters 1 wish
to touch upon. For instance. in regard
to that letter whieh appeared in the Sun-
day Times, there has heen no erushing
reply to that yet. The statement was
very clear and distinei. and the letter
was au original one. Lt has not vet been
proved a forgery nor has there heen any
attempt to nuestion the eorreciness of i,
or not to any extent. I contend that not-
withstanding the annihilating and ernsh-
ing replies of the Premier that letter still
remains unanswered. Tt is up to the (Gov-
ermuent to answer if. It is, in my
opinion, somewhat Futile to earry on a
debate which is replied to by files from
the department attacked. We have here,
for instance, files bronght down in eon-
nection with land taken up under eondi-
tional purchase by Mr. W. N. Hedges;
and the tile proves that the rctatement
was absolutely wrong. Tt had been said
that Mr. Hedges held 20,000 aeres Sonth
of Doodlakine, but the file proves bevond
all shadow of donbt that Mr. Hedges has
only 2,000 aeres,  What the fles does
not prove, what the Minister and T, and
prohably every other member knows, is
that Mr. Hedges does control 20,000 acres
there. There are only 2,000 acres in his
name, 2400 acres in his wife's name, 2,000
acres in his son's name, 2,000 acres in his
aunt’s name. Then, when he has run
throngh his own family he comes on his
partner’s name, unfil Mr. Hedges has
2,000 acres, and nine others have 2,000
acres. and it is all in one block and
worked as one block nnder the enntrol of
Mr. Hedges. And there is no shadow of
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doubt, notwithstanding the file, that Mr.
Hedges brought 70 Italians, a truck load
of them, down to elear this land. [Dmnagine
70 Itahans, woodcutters, on 2,000 acres
ringbarking! Why, they would kick the
bark off it, they wonld eat it off if they
were bungry, in less time than they
were there, The position is that,
although the file will never show i,
Mr. Hedges has 20,000 acres of land
South of Doodlakine, and, according to
the maps, the Wickepin-Dowerin railway
is being bent in so as to come very near
to that bloek of land. T do not know why
it is bent in; all I have been told is that
there is an elbow in that line, and that
elbow comes in close to where Mr.
Hedges' 2,000 aeres are.

Alr. Seaddan:
plain.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, no doubt.
1 am only mentioning this case as one of
many, for Mr. Hedges is not the only
one accumulating large estates in this
country; in faet, there are only a few
men of any means who are not doing it.
1t is not necessary to go ont of the House
to tind men who, of course, make no bones
about it and do not feel ashamed pf it, of
the faet that they ave aceumulating large
estates. But this is the peosition in re-
gard to Mr. Hedges’ land: Mr. Hedges
gets 20,000 acres at 10s. an acre, and
under the system he has adopted he ean
clear that land easily for £1 an aere
Thai is £20,000 whieh, in addition to the
£10,000 he bas paid for the land. totals
£30.000. This land is among the very
best wheat land in the State. Mr.
Hedges’ land is far better for wheat-
crowing than that of the Avondale estate
at Beverley and will produce better crops
than dhe wleat land at Beverley. We
have recently paid £5 3s. an aere for land
at Beverley, and will produce better crops
when cieared will be worth £100,000: he
pays £10,000 to the Government for it. he
clears it for £20,000 and. therefore, ean
show a clear profit of £60,000 or £70.000
on the deal. [t seems to me the position
ig worth looking into, and is one that
should not evoke amusement and mirth
when one is diseussing it.  The figures
are absolutely nnenswerable. The Gov-

That is to miss a sand-
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ernment have bought the land at Bev-
erley; My, Hedges’ land is better land
ard ean he cleared at £1 an aere.

The Minister for Lands: What about
the cost of fencing and putting down
dams?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Lt is of no use
the Minister’s trying to bluff on this sub-
jeet. As a matter of fuet, the fencing on
the Avondale estate will not come to any-
thing very great, and it is highly prob-
able it will not be suitable when the es-
tate is ent up into small holdings. In
regard to buildings and other improve-
ments which have been pat on the Avon-
dale estate, they will be of little use to the
small farmers. I said five guineas per
acre was paid, but, as a matter of faet,
£5 10s. per acre was paid for the Avon-
dale estate. I am allowing that the Avon-
dale estate is equal, perhaps. in this of
Mr, Hedges’ or that it is very nearly as
good as Mr, Hedges”. I am told the Avon-
dale estate is not all first-class land; but
that is quite another question and one
upon whieh I intend to make a few re-
marks later on. T just want to say I

certainly disagree with the weighing
out of the land in the wmanner 1in
which it is being weighed ount to

Mr. Hedges and hundreds of others in
the State. It is, in my opinion, ahso-
lutely robbing the people of the State of
what should justly be their inheritance.
And if we are looking for a means of
getting money to construct works oni of
revenue, then there is no possible donbt
we can do some thing in the way of eclear-
ing this land and selling it as eleared land
instead of buying Avondale estates. I
wav say the member for Mi. Magnet
amused me a few days ago with the story
of the great Dane who came here and
got himself interviewed. [ never thought
there was a great deal in it, because, after
all. any bounder can always take down
the person looking for bounders. and the
Press will always give him an interview
and point out his modesty. When Jack
Johnson arrived here he was met by
Pressmen, and the great ouistanding fea-
ture the Pressmen saw in him was his
modesty. No wonder they admired the
bir Dane. Now, in regard to this same
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Avondale estate the position is as 1 have
put it. The Government decided they
would bay an estate in Beverley for some-
thing like five guineas an aere, and 1 have
Just shown that they could have gone on
their own land; they have millions of
acres of it, and could have cleared and im-
proved that land equal to the improve-
ments on the Avondale estate for some-
thing like 25s. per acre. With that £33.-
000 they could have cleared and improved
equal to the improvements on (the
Avondale estate 50,000 aeres. They tell
us they ave looking for land which is
improved so that the settler may go upon
it. They paid £50,000 for 10,0000 acres
when they could have eleared 50,000
acres for the same money and, instead
of putting 10 families on the land, they
could have put 50 families on it for the
same cost. A Qovernment that moes in
for this kind of transaction ave certainly
open tn serions eriticism. T noticed re-
cently that in New Zealand a iand Com-
mission has been sitting: and it was found
that although members of Parliament
acted as agents they did not by this aetu-
ally break the law. But the Commission
bronght in a report that in their opinion
it wounld bave been better if those mem-
bers had not acted as agents. T am of
opinion that it would have been better
if thiz estate had not been purchased
from a member of Parliament, and had
not been introduced t¢ the Government
by another member of Parliament who,
I daresay, received a commission. Now
T just wish to sav that in regard to the
administration of a big department there
are snre to be many mistakes made, and
I am not to-night, at any rate, going to
find fault with the general administra-
tion of the department. What T protest
against is the vogzue that has beer allowed
to grow up in connection with our lands
system which permits of dommying with
the greatest possible ease. We are work-
ing under a Land Act that praetically
makes no attmept whatever to suppress
or prevent the dummying of land; and
naturally it has the support of Minsters
and Ministerial followers, for the reason,
as T have pointed ount, that they believe

in large estates. There is ne shadow of

‘acres.

1853

doubt the Minister for Lands himself
is building up a large estate. The Speaker
also is an acenmulator of broad acres;
in faet, as I have said, almost all the
members on the other side of the Hounse
who have any money at all are accumula-
ting agrienltural land as fast as they ean
pat acre on' to acre.

Mr. Piesse: What do you call larze
estates?

Mr. UNDERWOOIL}:
1,000 acres.

Mr. Walker: How wmuch have yon?

My. UNDERWOOD: Seven hundred
Of course, as I said, they thor-
oughly agree with this poliey because they
adopt it and they are using it them-
selves, Therefore we lhave them pretend-
ing to attempt to prevent the aecumnla-
tion of large holdings. But the attempt
is mere hypoerisy. It Las been carefully
provided in certain eclaunses of the Act
that a man eannot hold more than 1,000
acres, but there are several other clauses
which nullify that provision, As a matter
of faect there are several means by which
a man can hold 100,000 acres of Western
Australiap land if he bhas the money and
can pass the Land Board. He can aecquire
1,000 acres under vesidential eonditions
and another 1,000 aecres under non-resi-
dential conditions, and he can transfer
it after two years. Consequently there
is nothing to prevent him lending moncy
to lots of people to take up land and then
have the land transferred to lim after
two years’ time. That is being done.
Then again there is another clanse under
which a man can take up land and pay
for it outright in twelve months. If that
¢an be done there is nothing to prevent a
man taking up as much land as he likes
for himself. his children, his wife, and
his mother.; and yet we have the Gov-
ernment pretending that they are making
an attempt to prevent the aceumulation
of large estates in this eountry. The Press,
of eourse, also support the Government
and tell us that “the Premier in his usnal
effective style made a erushing reply.”
Why is this? Because Dr. Hackett is
also an accumulator of land. Mr. Love-
kin of the Dadly News is a fairly large
holder of ag-ricu]tural land, and a couple

Anything over
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of shareholders that I know of in the

Sunday Times are also large holders.
In fact I am not too sure that
the same Mr. Hedges is not a

big shareholder in the Sunday Times,
and thal would aceount for that journal’s
enthusiasm about the Premier’s ecrushing
replies, T do nat want to take up the
time of the Committee; in fact, I always
try to be as brief as I possibly ean, but
1 cannot help referring to an article which
T vead a short time ago in the North
American Review. It poinled out very
clearly the greai evil that occurred and
is now operating in the United States in
conteclion with this same accumnlation
of large estates. It called attention io
several distriels which had previonsly
been held for years, and in some cases
hundreds of years, by small holders.
Eventnally the land had been commercial-
ised and converted into large holdings.
Machinery had been introdueed and Lhe
land was worked on a system sueh as is
still adopted in the factories, or in other
parts it had been let to tenant farmers on
the share system. 'The result had been
that town after town had lost its popnla-
tion, The clhurches lhad become vaeant
and had fallen tv pieces for lack of ase.
Sebools had become unoceupied, and all
the rural prosperity and happiness that
had been prominent in those distriets he-
fore had disappeared. The old holders
had sold out and gope to live in the city,
the commercial man had come along. and
the land was heing tilled with a nomadie
form of labour, because there are ouly
certain seasons of the yvear when agrieul-
tural labour is necessary., The class nf
man who had replaced that best type ihat
any country ean have, the yeomanry. con-
sisted of some of the poorest and worst
men, intellectually and movally, in the
Tnited States. That was what oceurred
in the Tinited States. Ti has oeenrred in
many other countries. and bas happened
very much nearer home. in Victoria, 1nd
to a lesser extent in New South Wales.
Yet we have the (tovernment and their
supporters, hecause they arve getting a
few acres for themselves. prepared to see
this ¢ountry go anywhere and to any-

body. so lung as they esp accumulate
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large estates, whieh later on they will be
able to sell at a considerable profit, or Jet
ont to the tenant-farmer slave on the
share system. There is jost one other
matter in regard to land seitlement that
I wish to refer to, and that is the absurdity
—if I was in a declamatory mood 1 would
say assininity—of giving land away under
ihe freec liomestead block system. This is
an idea no doubt invented for the mere-
tricious advertiser. Possibly it looks well
on a poster, and no doubt the limeligit
leeturer, who is not intellizent enough fo
think of other interesting maiter, can pad
in a few minutes by ialking on the fact
that we are giving away 160 acres. As a
matter of faet 160 acres is not sufficient
for a man to get a living on, and no man
wonld take 160 acres unless he takes more
and alongside it, execept be intends to
sell it. No man that knows anything at
all about the business starts a farm on
160 acres of our wheat-growing land.
Then why put up the position that we are
giving away 160 acres? Either we arve
wsiving away what is of no use or we are
giving away something to a man out of
which be is going to make a huge profit.
[ know dozens of men who have taken up
free homestead farms in this State simply
for the purpose of selling them to the
adjoining holders.  That is done repeat-
edly. It is held that you eannot sell the
land for a certain number of vears, but I
have just been ekplaining how you can
get through the Aect, not with a coach and
four but with a Nor'-West wagon and
sixteen, and they are selling these home-
stead blocks all over the State. A man
takes up a block of land, and beside it is
a little vacant area. A rouseabout applies
for that area as a homestead lease. Tt
costs him about £4 all told, and if it is
anything like land he is able to sell it io
the adjoining holder at abont £1 per acre,
leaving him a profit of over £150. Then
again the Government have laid it down
that one thousand acres is the smallest
area on which a man can earn a living.
Therefore what is the use of 160 acrcs?
They go further and charge a man what
they think the land is worth, and then
thex eut out of his block the 160 aeres for

a homestead lease and charge to the re-
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maining S00 acres the area which they
bave given away, and the only result is
the cost of two surveys and the faet that
the holder has two deeds instead of oue.
If you are giving 160 acres away as a
homestead lease why sell the selector 1,000
acres on the system of ecutting out the
homestead lease and putting the genuine
selector to the expense of a survey just
for the simple reason of being able to say
we are giving away 160 acres, at the saune
time telling the people that 160 acres is
of no use, or giving some loafer an op-
portunity of making £150 or so without
giving any return for the money? In re-
gard to this question of compelling people
to take up 1,000 acres, I hold that 500
acres of first-class land is ample for any
man to get a living on, I would be quite
prepared myself to go on 500 acres and
would have every confidence of making
a very comfortable living on it.  The
Minister for Lands will argue that it ean-
nof be done. But at the same time we
have this position: During the firsg
twenty years of his agreement, the man
has to pay off the price of the land, whieh
would be 1,000 acres at say 30s., equal to
£1,500; he has to clear and fence it and
find water, all of which costs probably
another £1,500. He has to buy his stoek
and machinery ard build a honse, and
that involves another £1,000. He has got
to do all that in twenty years, and has
to make say £250 a year for a living.
His land of course is not cleared when
he starts and he does not get any crop for
a couple of years. If he ean comply with
these conditions on 1,000 aeres he can do
very well with 500 acres and get a mach
better living than members of Parliament
at any rate. I want to say something in
regard to the rabbits and the system
adopted by the Vermin Board. My
land is in between the two fences; the
rabbits too are locked In between t(he
fenees and there is some satisfaction in
the fact that they cannot get out. The
inspector of the distriet travels around
oceasionally and finds some traces of rab-
bhits. I believe undoubtedly there are a
few rabbits in the distriet, and the setiler
gets a notice to this effect: “Traces of
rabbits have been found on your holding.
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You are hereby instrueted to destroy
them jmmediately or proceedings will be
taken and you will be prosecated with
the utmost rigour of the law.” And there
are all sorts of pains and penalties
threatened. The whole thing is an absur-
dity, because the setiler eannot destroy
these rabbits. It is impossible to get
through the unecleared bush with the poi-
son. To poison rabbits successfully an
open place is necessary where one can take
a cart cootaining the poisoned or phos-
phorised wheat. The ecart has a
long spear coming down behind,
turning over the ground something
like a seed drill does, and the
poisoned food drops into the groove made
by this furrow-maker. It is impossible to
take a eart through bush which has not
heen cleared, yet we are told that we have
to destroy these rabbits and destroy traces
of them. It does not worry the settlers on
the land. They are pretty hardy up that
way, and they are not very much troubled
about the inspector’s requests in this re-
gard, but the position I wish to complain
of is that in agrieultural land where the
land is held in small holdings the rabbits
will never become a nuisance. As a mat-
ter of fact, on my area of 700 acres I do
no care how many rabbits there are; T
would not eare if they were as thick as
they are in any part of Australia; it
would not trouble me hecause I eould
fence them in and kill them off in my own
gronnd; I could put up a rabbif-proof
fence all around and the rabbits would not
worry me, On the other hand cne or two
occasionally made inte broth might help
to reduce the butcher’s bill, partienarly in
the early stages of farming. Fresh rabbit
is considerably better, in the opinion of
some people, than tinned dog. Whom can
the rabbits hart or injure? They can only
injure those people whose holdings are so
large that they cannot fence them in, or
who, if they do fence them in, cannot kill
the rabbits off in them. The rabbits will
only injure the man who has heen injur-
ing the whole of Australia all his life. I
speak of the large land holder. But it is
the same old thing. The small man is
brought inte requisition, and small hold-
ers are snpposed to kill the rabbits off to
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their own disadvantage for the sole bene-
fit of large estate holders. In agrieultural
country the rabbits will not injure us when
the land is in small holdings; and where
the land is not in small holdings I would
like to see the rabbits, because, in my ex-
perience, the rabbits are far less a nuis-
ance than large landholders. Tf we have
plenty of rabbits there may be a possible
chance of reducing the aveas held by peo-
ple in this State. [ am oppused to the
stiall holders being requested to kill rab-
bits, Now I have a few remarks to make
on the question of public health; par-
ticularly on the question of medical offi-
cers. I hold the question is of eonsider-
uble imporiance to the State and one de-
serving of tlie best attention of the Min-
ister controlling the department; but, as
I bave said hefore, the Minister control-
ling health, not only has the Jargest num-
ber of departments of any Minister of
the State to control, but it has been made
the rule that the poovest, the most dun-
derheaded Minister of the whole half-
dozeu, is pnut in control of this depart-
ment. These are a few of the departments
under the control of the (‘olonial Secre-
lary: police, lnnacy—-a sunitable one—
medical, charities, fisheries and game, har-
hours and rivers, gaols, friendly societies.
aborigines, immigration, observatory, and
several others: and not only has the sys-
tem grown up of putting the poorest Min-
ister in eontrol of these departments. but
ihe system has also grown up of putting
the poorest under secretaries ot heads of
departments under this particularly poor
Minister. Therefore, we have the jobbest
of job lots: we have an impossible Minis-
ter with impossible officers trying te eon-
trol the most important departments in
the State. Hence we get continued eom-
plaints in regard to the management of

these departments, particularly the
Medical Department. Bat when we
come fo think of it, it is no

wonder that we have so0o many com-
plaints with vegard to the Medieal
Department, when we come to consider
that the Minister has such a nnmber of
departments fo ¢ontrol, and when we come
to consider the officers that he has as the
heads of his departments. Other members
have read various parvagraphs in the re-
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purt of the Chief Medical Qfficer, whose
remarks aboui vaecination and agilators
were patrficularly edifying, and bespoke a
man who, [ think, is certainly unfit to
control the department. I will just eall
attention to another paragraph in his re-
markable document. In my opinion he
must have put in most of his time cum-
piling it, 8o far as T ean make out lie
did little else. Dealing with the birth rate
he says—

The lack of appreciation amongst the
better-favoured eclasses of their moral
duty to themselves and the State causes
a retrograde movement in the quality
of the increase of population, leaving
those less prosperous and less morally,
smentally. und  physieally fit to bear
the greater burden of proereation.

Now when we have a doctor, a medical
man., who is supposed to have studied
matters, making a statement that these two
penny-ha’penny lawyers, bank clerks, and
heads of departments, are the superior
people, and miners and shearers and other
are inferior, we cannot expeet much in
the way of administration. By the way,
it might be as well to read the opinion of
Bernard Shaw on this question when he
speaks of the elimination of the wmere
voluptuary throngh the evolutionary pro-
cese, He says—

The modern devices for combinming
pleasure with sterility, now universally
known and aceessible. enable these per-
sons to weed themselves out of the raece,
a process already vigorously at work.
and the consequent survival of the in-
telligently fertile means the sorvival of
the partisans of the superman.

T agree with Bernard Shaw, and I am
not at all apprehensive about the disaster
that is going to strike the Stafe because
thie better class, or what are the better
class in the opinion of Dr. Hope, are
weeding themselves ont. It wauld cer-
tainly be better in my mind if some of the
heads of departments wounld weed them-
selves out. After all, there is something in
the guestion of the survival of the fittest,
and, as Bernard Shaw shows, those who
are mere voluptnaries will weed them
selves out, and we wil] have a better race
of people. My chief complaint in regard
to the Medieal Department is in reference
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to the mediecal officers. I may remind
hon. members that some time ago I men-
tioned a case that oceurred at Marble Bar.
We have a medical officer there who re-
ceives between £300 and £400 a year for
what most people thought was atiending
to indigent patients and people who re-
quired his services, There was a case
bronght into Marbie Bar by the police at
the dirvection of the warden, It was a man
suffering from a very advanced stage of
ill-henith. The doctor immediately said
that he could not treat the man because
he was an indigent paient, because he
would not be able to pay. The magistrate
demanded that the doctor should treat the
man, and the doctor refused the demand
of the wagistrate to give any medieal re-
lief to the sufferer. Then the people of
Marble Bar wired to Dr. Hope, the Prin-
cipal Medieal Officer, and after some de-
lay, Dr. Hope wired back and said that
he thought it was a Lospital ecase and
should be treated. But the doctor at
Marble Bar wired baek to Dr. Hope, and
eventually Dr. Hope wived up and stated
that the doctor would be compelled to
treat the patient. What naturally oceur-
red after this? The wires took five days
altogether, and on the sixth day the man
was dead. 1 have spoken previously
about cases not as bad as that, but
somewhat similar, oecurring at Port
Hedland ; and I have spoken of the
fact that men in the Nullagine dis-
trici have been injured, miners par-
tienlarly, by falls of earth, and have had
broken ribs and legs, and injured backs,
and how the residents of Nullagine have
on several oceasions been compelled to
put up £50 before a doctor would leave
Marble Bar to come out to set a broken
leg. I hold that these cases eertainly
should recive consideration from the
Medical Department, and that the Prin-
cipal Medieal Officer should certainly do
something to endeavour to relieve cases
of that sort. T have some extracts from
letters T have received from Port Hedland
with vegard to another medical officer,
who, T might say, still holds his position.
My correspondent says—
The R.M. here (he is also R.M.O.)
gets £50 a2 month from the Government,
and he has boasted that he is waking

another £100 per month at private
practice. For what be is paid no man
knows, excepfing it is a subsidy to en-
able lin: to charge the suffering public
high medical fees, Therc are many in-
stances of fearful charges up this way.
The other day a man received a few
wounds in the leg (afterwards declared
by the doctor in court to be superficial
sears), and yet he charged £2 2s. for
putting two stitches in. He is supposed
to do Treasury eashier’s work, yet the
clerk of courts does all that work,
and even writes the minutes for
“drunk” police court cases. By the by,
the clerk gets £60 a year only. As for
law, the R.M. doesn’t know enongh of it
to deal properly with a “drunk.” In
Brown’s time a man was charged £32
for doctor’s attendance in an easy case
of eonfinement of his wife. No cases
of this kind are cbarged less than £10
10s,, even if it is all over before the
doctor gets there. How do you expect
to encourage women to have children
here when the Government subsidise
medical men in order fo, apparently,
assist them to penalise the people with
prohibitive charges? No child is born
here under a gost (with doctor’s fees,
medicing, eteetera) of between £50 and
£160.

(Mr. Brown took the Chair.)

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Another corres-
pondent writes—

Re the Nor'-West R.M.s (doctors).
Last week a man named McAlister was
painfully ill at the Esplanade Hotel,
Hedland, and Mr. Knight, loeal man-
ager for Dalgety & Co., went at 12
noon and asked the local doctor to
“come at onee” to a poor man who
was apparently dying. Ai 5 o’cloeck the
doctor had mot appeared, and Mr.
Kmight again went for him and brought
him to MeAlister, who died next day
and was buried by subseription eol-
lected in town. The deceased was not
long out from Scotland; a nice recep-
tion to give immigrants, ete. Again,
the same doctor sent in a bill to Richard-
sons (Pippingara) for 100 guineas for
two trips to attend young E. Richard-
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son with dengue, and two trips to his
wife having a child (all being over
when he got there): he was taken in
station vehicles each way to and from
the railway at the 12-mile free. In
addition to this he echarged old Murs.
Richardson £10 10s. for one attendance
on an infani for cold, the child being
taken to hiz house. Richardson refused
to pay. and the doctor knocked off
thirty guineas, This was paid and
Dr. Hope informed. The latier wired
to the local doctor, who was advised by
the loeal solicitor, and replied that what
le charged as a professional man had
nothing to do with the department. Yet
he is paid £600 a vear of public money
-——Tfor what.
Wihat for? [t seems to me tlat my cor-
respondent has eertainly fair grounds for
that question. What are these medical
officers paid for? There are other cases,
and I might as well read them all be-
fore 1 comment on them. There is another
medieal officer at Karridale T wish to
refer to. Tn this case a man was killed
as the result of an accident, and the
widow, who was in Perth, vequired the
death certificate in order to obtain a small
amount of money from the insarance
company in which the deceased happened
to bave been insured. She wrole to Dr.
Moloney, who, by the by, receives £180 a
vear for doing absclutely nothing, ask-
ing him to forward a certificate of death.
Dr. Moloney, whose only duty it was to
enter in a book eertain particulars of the
death, wrote back to say—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
communieation, and also a previcus one
re a medical certificate. My reason for
not replying before this, is that I am
waiting for von to forward the usual
fee of £1 1s. for the certificate. On
receipt of this amount I shall be glad
to send along the certificate. Yours
faithfuolly, G. Moloney.

Here is another person who wants to know
what Dr, Moloney gets £180 a year for.
Just faney a Government servant, and not
only a Government servant but a man
who is subsidised also by men in the dis-
triet through a sick fund, keeping a poor
widow waiting in Perth beesuse she did
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not send Lim oue guinea. I will speak
further on Dr. Moloney later, bui I con-
tend that the sooner we get a thorough
understanding with the Doctor Moloneys,
the Doctor Browns and others the better
it will be for everyone concerned. If we
vaunot get hetter treatment from the doc-
tors the best possible thing we ean do is
to knuek off medical officers altogether.
1 would just as soon take my chance in
the back country without atiendance as
I would by Dbeing attended by cormorants
of this description.

Mr. Collier: They
slanghter yards.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They ought to he
bushrangers, I have another communi-
cation here from an old friend of mine
on the Murehison, which reads—

I, Samuel Webster, of Day Dawn,
declare that I visited Dr. Stanley Tay-
lor, the distriet mediecal officer of Cue,
on ¥riday, 17th June, with a view of
wetting a certificate that I was unable
to work, it being my intention to apply
for an old-age pension. Dr. Taylor had
attended we when T met with an acei-
dent. the result of whieh cost me my
right arm. 1 visited the doctor at his
residence, and asked him for a certifi-
cate stating that T was not able to work,
and that I was applying for an old-age
pension. He c¢omplained that [ had
made statements which had injured his
professional practice, and said that he
weuld give me a certificate if T gave
him 50 guineas, The statement refer-
red to by Dr. Taylor is as follows:—
“YWhen I left the Cue Hospital, T went
to the Perth Hospital, and some mem-
bers of the staff said to me that my arm
was in a filthy state, and they could
hardly believe I had come from a hos-
pital. These remarks T repeated fo
some of my friends in Day Dawn, and
thev got back to the doctor’'s know-
ledge. I make this sworn declaration
by virtue of Section 106 of the Evi-
dence Aet, 1906. (Signed) S. Web-
ater.

Aunother instance of a resident medieal
officer! These gentlemen are civil servants.
and lighly paid civil servants, and this
17 the way in which they treat the people

ought to bhe in
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of Western Australia, both rich and
poor. I may say that the people at Pip-
pingara are the well-known Richardsons,
the station owners. It seems to be that
if a man has nothing to pay he gets no
treatment, and if he has a reasonable
amount then they take all he has. One
would ask what are the duties of a resi-
dent medieal officer? I asked that gques-
tion at the Medical Department, and I
was told that there were certain regula-
tions in forece. 1 asked for a copy of
them, and I was told that there was only
one copy in existence, and that they could
not give me that, and therefore 1 had to
secure a copy of the Government Gazelie
for Wednesday, the 1st November, 1899,

Mr. Collier: They are up to date.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They are as up
to date as medical departments gener-
ally; in fact I believe this medical depart-
ment is in the vanguard. I have looked
through these regulations to get a reply
to my correspondent’s questions as fo
what these medical men are paid for.
Regulation 5 states that distriet medical
officers are responsible for the proper
performance of their medieal duties with-
in their districts, together with the gen-
eral superintendence of the hospitals
under their charge, etcetera. In Regula-
tion 7 we find that it states that officers
who entered the civil service of the colony
prior to 8th July, 1886, and their fami.
lies, are entitled {o free medical attend-
ance and medicine. Then further down
we find that the members of the police
force throughout the colony are entitled
to free attendance and medicine from the
resident medical officer, but not their
wives and families unless such officers en-
tered the service prior to July, 1836.
Going further down we find that officers
on the goldfields. or in the tropical parts
of the eolony, are entitled to medical at-
tendance and medicine, and in No. 11
we find that Government officers travel-
ing bevond their distriets on duty are
entitled to the gratuitous services of dis-
trict medieal officers. who, however. will
be enabled to charge the Government with
the actual eost of medieines supplied.
Regulation 14 is remarkable. The effeet
of it is that Government officers whose
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salarvies are under £400 per annum when
requiring medical attendance for them-
selves or their families may be required
when able to do so to attend personally at
the residence or hospital of the distriet
medical offieer of their respective distriets.
If an officer is getting over £400 a year
the doctor will go to his house and
attend to him there, but apparently if
he is getting under £400 2 year he must
o to the doetor’s howse. I must admit
that the doetors know low to draw up
regulations for their own benefit. Again
we find that district medical officers are
exempt from aftendance in eases of con-
finement, and provision is made to get
the last dollar out of the poor people who
do attempt to bring a few children into
the world. Dir. Hope does well to deplore
the decrease in the birth rate, and every
time he gets a chance he takes particular
eare to provide for the payment of con-
finement fees for the doectors, and he al-
Tows doctors to receive a high salary and
to eharge extortionate fees for their ser-
vices, Then we come te the question of
hospitals. In regulation 28 we find that
a pregnant female is not to be admitted
for the purpose of confinewment, and
among the other eases not to be admitted
are persons suffering from an incurable
disease, and any person who can be
treated as an out-patient. Then there is
a most extraordinary regulation, Ne. 31,
which provides that patients are not to be
admitted into a hospital except in cases
of emergeney unlil it has been ascertained
in which class they are to be placed. If
in the first, thev will be required to sign
an agreement pledging themselves to pay
the regular charge, namely. 3s. per day
in country hospitals, and 6s. in goldfields
hospitals, which will ecover all expenses of
living attendance and treatment, and the
medieal offieer will if he eonsiders it neces-
sary require a patient to ohfain in addi-
tion a gnarantee for its payment from
some responsible person known to him.
Remulation 32 reads—

Patienis whose ecirenmstanees enable
them to pay mediecal attendance should
nal neeessarily he admitted to the hos-
pital on the above fermas; but in speeind
circumstances where it may appear to
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the medieal oflicer that it would be ad-
vantageous {o a patient, and he is de-
girous that his ease should be treated in
hospital, this officer will be at liberty
to admit such patient, where he will be
charged such sum per diem as may be
determined beforehand. . . . .

Or in ofher words, the doctor lhas full
power to charge six shillings a day, or
indeed as much as he likes, and full power
to admit or reject the patient. I have a
ease in point which oecurred in Peak Hill.
The doetor was Dr. Leger Erson. The
hospital was kept going by local contri-
butions and by a medical fund to which
all mmen working in the mines in the dis-
trict paid 1s, per week, while the Gov-
ermment subsidised the amount so col-
lected pound for pound, the local com-
mittee managing the whole coneern. A
man came in from one of the stations in
a fairly bad condition and was staying
at the hotel under the doctor’s attend-
ance, After attending him for some
{ime Dr. Leger Erson informed him he
had better go to the hospital, stating that
the charge would be eight guineas per
week., When the patient asked why
the c¢harge was se high the doctor said it
was three guineas for the committee and
five gnineas for his (the doctor’s) attend-
ance. And we were paying Dr. Leger
Erson £400 a year to look after the hos-
pital for us. The result was that the
man would not be vobbed; he was one
of that hardy sort who preferred to die,
and he reckoned that in any case he was
taking a risk, so he refused to go into the
hospital, And after all, a man who
would attempt to enforce such an exorbi-
tant fee is not to be trusted. I would
have done what the patient did, namely,
stopped out. As a matter of faet he got
better more quickly than he would have
done in the hospital. My complaint is, why
should we pay a man a hight salary as
we were paying Dr. Leger Erson, namely,
£400 a year with food, and allow him to
have a private practice? And why, when
a patient comes to him, should such doc-
tor be allowed to frighten him away with
a demand for five guineas a week for his
personal services? The question of pri-
vate practice 1 will touch apon later on
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This doector followed the practice of ex-
torting the last possible penny he counld
from anybody so unfortunate as to come
under his treatment. “No money no treat-
ment” was the policy of Dr. Leger Erson.
And notwithstanding the fact that he had
the medicine provided by the committee,
to my knowledge he turnéd away three or
four men without attempting to do any-
thing at all for them:; and, as I say,
thase patients would have been made wel-
come bo at least the medicine by the men
who had paid for it. There ave one or
two other points that are perhaps worthy
of mention. Thus in Regulation 34 it is
laid down—

Persons admitted as ont-patients
will receive advice and medicine gra-
tuitously at the hospitals at 10 am.
daily. Asa rule no persons other than
paupers are to be treated as out-
patients, and if the district medical
officer is in doubt in regard to the
financial position of any person so
seeking treatment, he may, for the pur-
pose, obtain the services of the police
in proeuring the information desired.

Clearly we want a new department.
There is only one other point that I think
is worth mentioning. In Regulation 91
it is provided that the doctor shall enter
in the certificate of death book the par-
ticulars of any death that has taken place
in his distriet. That is the peint in re-
gard to the case of Dr. Moloney, who is
paid £180 a year to go to Karridale. There
is no hospital there so he, like all other
medical officers in districts where there
are no hospitals, has no duties to perform
except to attend to the civil servants nnd
the police. There are no ecivil servants
down there and, therefore, the only man
the doctor is compelled to attend accord-
ing to these regulations is the policeman,
who happens down there about once a
fortnight; and it is highly probable
that he would be too tired to at-
tend to the policeman if anything
did happen. So we pay £180 a
vear to Dr. Moloney for doing absolutely
nothing, There is nothing we can ecompel
him to do. We pay him £180 a year to go
there and attend to the people of ihe
distriet. and he does it by charging a
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poor widow, who has just lost her bus-
band, one guinea for copying out one
entry in his book and forwarding it to
lier. I say the conduct of Dr. Moloney
stamps him as a person unfitted to freat
patients or to have a position in the Gov-

ernment service of Western Australia,
Now we find that these cases do
not only come from these places I
have mentioned. I have had eom-

plaints from practieally all over the
Northern part of the State. Only
the other day a shearer ecame to me
and informed me that the doetor at Car-
narvon had refused him admission to the
hospital when suffering excrueiating pain,
and had ordered him off and had threat-
ened to ezll the police tn put him off,
merely because he had no money. I have
given you instances of the treatment re-
ceived af Marble Bar and Port Hedland.
The Attorney (General no doubt is well
aware there is not perfect satisfaction
with the medical officer at Roebourne, I
say it is time the Medical Department
tonk a stand in conneetion with these
officers. It is time they knocked off this
system of paying large salaries to doctors
and then allowing them to take private
practices. As a matter of fact there are
no other eivil servants in Western Aus-
tralia, or any other part of Australia,
who are veceiving anything like the salary
of Dr. Shelmerdine at Port Hedland,
namely £600 a year, and who are at the
same time allowed private practice, As
a matter of fact, Dr. Shelmerdine is draw-
ing as much for looking after the police
and the eivil servants in the district as
the Under Secretary for Lands receives
for running the entire Lands Department.
Yet he is allowed to have a private prae-
tice and allowed to echzrge the most ex-
tortionate feees ever heard of in any
country. If we are going to have these
medical officers it is certainly our duty
to endeavour to control them. I contend
the better plan in smaller towns sueh as
Roebourne, Marble Bar, Port Hedland,
Carnarvon and Onslow, and many other
goldfield towns of similar size, where
there is a hospital and a small population
—I say the only proper method to adopt
would be to appoint a medical officer,
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pay him a reasonably good salary and
stop private practice altogelber. Lay it
down that e is to attend everybody in
the districr, and then we will get some-
thing of a return for our money. The
present system has proved to be a total
failure. in regard to the question of
treating everybody in the distriet, I am
confident that with a very small amount
of intelligence on the part of the depart-
ment it wonld be easy to find the money
in the distriet. It wounld be easy in my
opihion to fnd a few hundred pounds,
in, say, Port Hedland or any of the places
1 have mentioned, if the doetor would
treat all cases; and we would not then have
this just ery that it is almost impossible
to bring children into the world in the
outback parts of the State. This is a
question deserving of very serious con-
sideration, not only on the part of the
Colonial Seeretary but of the Govern-
ment of the State, and I trust it will re-
ceive it. However, I am not too hopeful.
Al T can say is that if the Colonial Sec-
retary attends to this it will be about the
first matter he ever did attend to. No
doubt the Attorney General will carry my
complaint to his cotleagues, and the Min-
isterial members who are present are duly
mmpressed with my remarks.

Mr. Heitmann: There are four of them
present,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: For fear the At-
torney General bas not yet finished bLis
slumbers, and that the stopping of ray
voice would have a similar effect to the
stopping of a battery, it might be as well
to make a few remarks on the eduecation
question. I have very little complaint to
make against the Education Department,
but I wish to point ont the danger of a
system our teachers ave inelined to adopt,
and which is termed diseipline; the en-
deavouring to control children as though
they were poor miserable kids that always
wanted somebody to look after them and
should not be allowed out of sight to in-
dulge in pleasures dear {o the hearts of
bovs, Under this system they are in faect
to he moulded and disciplined and brought
np just exaetly an echo of their partien-
lav teachier. 1 have here—and this is what
occars practically every day in regard 1o
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this question—a lecture given by Frank
Tate of Victoria; he is speaking on ihis
question and he goes on to say—

The years between 13 and 18 were
the most vital in the formation of char-
acter, and no people could allow these
years to be neglected, yet it was jnst
those golden formative years that Vie-
torians made worse than nothing of.
Let them consider the mischief arising
out of want of diseipline, unwillingness
to follow steady employment, fondness
Yor street lounging, and its attendant
evils of excessive smoking, intemper-
ance, over-emphasis of sport, and so
).

That is a strain we hear very often and it
is a strain that ean be over worked. As
a matter of fact, boys from 13 to 18 will
be boys, and should be allowed to be, and
they will be better men for it. It is no
doubt relieving fo people to be able to
hurl junks of adviee in regard to things
which they did not do themselves when
they were boys. There is also a tendeney,
be says, to over-emphasis of sport. I
disagree with that altogether. It has yet
to be proved to me that the Australian
bas suffered up to date through that over-
emphasis,

Mr. Keenan: Does he make any refer-
ence to “Deadwood Dieks”?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will come to
‘“Deadwood Dicks” directly. 1 have
plenty of time to make lots of remarks
before the Redistribution of Seats Bill
comes on. He also refers to the evils of
excessive smoking. Now, I suppese about
90 per cent. of the school teachers of
Australia smoke, and yet they want the
boys to do what they do not do them-
selves. On another point this leeturer
goes on to say—

Under their faulty conditions a boy
of 14 years was to-day disciplined in a
well-condueted school, and to-morrow
he was an independent employee re-
ceiving probably a fairly high com-
mencing wage, especially in the maoy
demoralising “blind alley” occupations.
His employer had none of the responsi-
bility for him which the master had for
his apprentice, and the boy did not
regard bimself as in statu pu pilleri.
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He had been saddened and disheartened
many a time by recognising in royster-
ing street loungers, given over appar-
ently to cigarette smoking and sport,
boys whom he had known in schools
as magnificent material for training
into fine men and fine workmen.
In regard to this blind alley employment
I would like to say a word or twe, No
doubt the teacher would think that he
was on the main line of employment if he
put a boy inte a bank, yet I have no liesi-
tation in saying that there is no blind
alley or other employment so mean as em-
ployment in a bank or with any firm
which refuses permission to a man to
marry. Yon cannot get a blinder alley
than that. That is the blindest alley that
any Anwnstralian workman is compelled to
enter, and 1 trust that when Tate is lee-
turing again he will point out what these
blind alleys are and whether he approves
of the grasping, greedy conduet of the
bank directors in elutching at their pro-
fits and yet refusing their employees the
right of the meanest citizen, the right to
marry. There would be few children to
teach if all the men were bank clerks.
With regard to this same question of dis-
cipline the “Sunday Classic” has some-
thing to say. In alluding to Australian
defence and the new gun boats it went
on to say—

And Australia’s plan of conseription
will be attended with benefits other than
those contemplated by the framers of
the scheme-—

It is most estraordinary that the Press
always assume to know what the framers
of the scheme intended.
Mr. Troy: They assume to know every-
thing in heavan and on earth.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The article con-
tinues—
—benefits social as well as military, and
individual as well as national.
That is perfectly true. I believe that we
will make better men of the Australians
if we drill them. To continue—
The Australian youth will be all the
better for diseipline. In the stern at-
mosphere of the barrack-room his im-
pressionable mind will be cleared of
that unlovely disposition to irreverence
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and levity which foo often breaks out
in larrikinism and buffoonery. Under
the iron laws of regimeni and battalion
he will learn to despise the inglorious
notion that the light-weight jockey and
the professional ericketer are ‘he
“heirs of all the ages, in the foremost
files of time”
That was not original. Tate spoke sev-
eral months before that and it certainly
sounds very much like Tate, but no doubt
somebody spoke it before Tate did. We
are told that the Australian is likely fo
wmive way to levity and buffoonery and
larrikinism, but in the same paper, on
the same day, and on the same page I find
this—

The Australian handy man, as seen
on the Yarra and Parramatta, is a de-
cidedly different type from his British
analogue. He is taller, wirier, and
spryer-looking generally, sharper of
feature, and browner of pelt, Withal
he seems more alert and intelligent
than the Britisher, and when ashore is
not in sueh utter subjection to the
frivolous side of life. When Australia
possesses a fleet in being, instead of a
mere embryo of one, the guick-witted,
resourceful sailormen of the Southland
will do us proud.

The writer tells us in the first paragraph
that when he has been disciplined he will
lose that unlovely disposition for irrever-
ence and levity, and in the same paper
we are told that the Australian who has
been brought np under these conditions,
compared with the man who had been
disciplined, is spryer, smarter, and more
alert, and, above all things, is not so
mueh possessed with that desire for the
frivolous side of life. The very thing
that is going to be drilled into us those
who have been drilled have lost, and those
who have not been drilled have gained.
The explanation is quite simple. 1f one
were to think before writing on these
matters he would ecome to the coneclusion
that the boy who is allowed to enjoy bis
vouth and ron abeut the streets, and to
have his pleasures, will make a better
man than the hoy who has been disciplined
all his life, whose nature has never been
allowed to have play and who, when he
[B881
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gets ashore, will paturally look to the
frivolons side of life, It is certainly quite
natura! that the system in Australia
should produce a handy man, alert, and
with initiative, and a man who has not
been all bis life guided by somebody else.

Mr, Heitmann called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am sorry in-
deed to distwrb the slumbers of my
friends opposite, but I suppose it must
be done because it is a most important
question I am discussing. I was just say-
ing that there is a danger in this atiempt
to diseipline boys and to mould them
that we will mould a good deal of the
natnral man out of them and create men
without initiative and acenstomed to rely
on the judgment of somebody else iustead
of being self-reliant, The Sunday Z'imes
points out that the Australian sailors ave
likely io be better handy men than those
drilled in England, and Kitchener, who
ought to be a pretty good judge, gave Lhe
Australian soldiers who went to South
Africa the credit of being some of the
best men he had there. He said he was
sorry that he had not more Australians
with him. That is what we have done
without diseipline, and if we have at-
tained that it is time to be somewhat
cautions in that direction. I remember
hearing a pgentleman on one oceasion
advocate the use of the cane in the sehool,
and also forcing the children to learn that
which they did not care about learning,
And he explained that at one time he was
in India and he saw the Ganges River;
and as he looked upon that mighty river,
he remembered ihree old pages of
Macamday. He stated this to show what
a benefit discipline was, that these three
pages of Macaulay had been flogged into
him, and he remembered those pages when
he saw the river Ganges. It struck me
that if he had not had Macanlay flogged
inte him we wonld have had an original
thought on the matter. We shonld always
leave room in our ehildren for original
thonght. The member for Mount Magnet
asked some questions in regard to the
selection of our literature. I remember
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reading a lecture by the chief of the
Education Department at Kalgoorlie. He
was leciuring on the question of literature,
and he stated that by the efforts of the
society he was lecturing before they had
induced the children to take to classie
reading and that the children had come
to like it and were not reading Deal-
woud Dicks. After all, who appointed
this gentleman a literary judge in any
case? And, further, what is a classic?
According to one definition a classie is
a boek that has lived, a book that was
written some Hme age and is still in
print, and still fairly well read; and if
this gentleman sets himself up to pick
the books out now there cannot be any
classies; the only elassics will be those
lie thinks classic, and the general publie
will have no means of choosing. I enjoy
Deadwood Dieks. Further than that I
am not 1he only member of this Assembly
who reads a Deadwood Dick occasionally
and Bnds enjoyment in it. I prefer Dead-
wood Dicks to reading the Producers’ Re-
wiew. They are altogether superior to
some of the leading articles inflicted on us
by the Liberal party. This leeturer must
have forgotlen that some of the most
beautiful of Shakespeare's writings were
founded on the trashiest of Deadwood
Dicks in his time, and if Deadwood Dicks
did not hurt Shakespeare they will not
hurt our boys. Perhaps the Premier will
remind lis eolleague on this point—it is
very importani—that is, the system of
allowing State school ehildren to take out
cards colleeting for hospitals. The whole
City is smothered with little kids with
cards berging. The system seems to be
that they are endeavouring to build up a
nation of eadgers. I say that if the
children’s hospital eannot be maintained
without sending out school children to
cadge for it the children’s hospital must
ro. 1t would be better to bave a few sick
children suffering than to bave the whole
of the children of Western Australia made
a lot of cadgers. It can have no oiher
effeci on them, this system of eontinual
begging. When we come to talk about
reaiing children and foundingself-reliant
men, we are going the wrong way about
it by this system of eadging. We should
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certainly teach the children that a hos-
pital is their right, and that they are not
to heg in any case for it. We should
teach them rather to demand it than in
bez for it. I trust that the order will he
issued at the earliest paossible date to stop
the system of eadging by our State school
children. Returning again to the ques-
tion of sport; I said just now that I am
not at all convinced that sport has in any
way deferiorated Australians—not over-
leve of sport; and I have yet to be con-
vineed that it bas injured any people.
We know that in remote times, when the
Roman Empire was at its meridian, it
was a great sporting nation. Sport was
one of the chief diversions of the Roman
Empire, and it was the greatest empire
we have had in hisiory. The Greeks also
were great athletes; and the faet that
Australians are greai athletes, as they
undonbtedly are, augurs well for the
future of Australia. There are others
besides those who are of the wowsery
inclination in oyr midst. Manes, a Ger-
man seientist, has an explanation of what
he terms the excessive love of sport in
Australia. He says—

National enthnsiasm is only mani-
fested in things coneerning sport. The
climate, permitting an open-air life
thronghout the year, makes them a
sport-loving people.  In the conflict
between climate and inherited charae-
tevisties the latter will go nnder.

I am certain that is correet. Noiwith-
standing how mueh our school teachers
may endeavour to prevenmt the love of
sport, or to fence-in our children and
prevent them getting as much of God's
fresh air as they can, that is the opinion
of this German scientist, and it is backed
up by the London Times, which says—

The supreme consideration of whieci
historians will judge fhe effect is not
heredity but climate. One constant and
pervading influence is stronger than all
others—the light and warmth of soulh-
ern sun. As a people, they warm “both
hands before the fire of life,” with an
unfailing pleasure in itg light and
glow, Nowhere do women nail the
colours of happiness more gaily to the
mast, or yei contribule more to the
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steady drive of character which makes
for national advance. Whatever lies
beneath the exterior, in women or in
men, the laughing spirit, the summer
mood, the touch of earnival is every-
where an infection in the land.
I again agree with this statement, and I
claim that in a land like Australia, with
a chimate like we have, we want different
methods to those which have been in force
in entirely different countries. I trust
that the Attorney General, as Minister
for Edueation, will endeavour to suppress
this abnormal desire on the part of our
State sehool and other teachers for dis-
ciplining and moulding boys; and I hope
the Australian boy will be given a chance,
for I am confident he will turn out as
zood a man as any who have been turnad
out with all the discipline the world
knows. I say in conelusion, as I started,
that I feel that very litile of these Esti-
mates will be passed before the introdue-
tion of the Redistribution of Seats Bill.
I trust the Premier will introduce thut
Bill, as T am sure it will fagilitate the
passing of these Estimates.

{Mr. Taylor resumed the Chair.)

Mr. WALKER: Will the Premier re-
port progress$

The Minister for Mines: Not ab this
hour.

Mr. WALKER : T think if the Govern-
ment are determined to keep the debate
going it is their absolute duty to keep a
House. It is one of the evidences of the
degeneration of polities in this State that
the most important matiers that can be
discussed in the whole year are discussed
with two or three members sitting upon
the Government side of the House during
the whole of the discpssion——

The Minister for Mines: It is not fair
to say that now.

Mr. WALKER: With one Minister,
and, apparently, that Minister reading a
book or simulating sleep, if not acinally
sleeping, when the discussion of the Hsti-
mates is on.

Mr. Jacoby: Happy Minister!

Mr. WALKER : T do not know whether
the hon. member by his interjection wanis
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to approve of the eonduct of Ministers
in that respect. Is not the debate the
most important of the whole year, that
upon the FEstimates? Is it not worth
while Government supporters being in
their plaees, or Ministers attending them ?

Mr. Osborn: Certainly not to listen to
the last speech.

Mr. WALKER : It sometimes happens
in the ecourse of politics that eleciorates
comrmit freaks and send abnormalities
into this Chamber as a standing monu-
ment of tleir negleet, and the hon, mem-
ber is one, I advise the hon. member to
take supper. He wants something more
upon his chest than that wind he is allow-
ing to eseape. But leaving the hon. mem-
ber aside as not being worthy of notiee,
I say that it is a disgrace to us that at
this time of the year we are discussing the
Estimates and Ministers are showing a
profound eontempt for the discussion and
a profound contempt for members on
the Qpposition.

My, Jaeshy: Speak for yourself,

Mr. WALKER; The hon, member
must realise that if he were on the Trea-
sury bench he would at least deem it his
duty, if only from the standpoint of
courtesy, to ministerially take notice of
the arguments that are used by the leader
of the Oposition and the ex-leader of the
Opposition. We have had these speeches
made and no reply from any Minister.
¥What is the object of it? The objeet of
it is to appear to the country as so su-
perior that they ean pose as treating with
ntter and complete disrespect the whole
position.

Mr.
months.

Mr. WALKER: It is true only for a
few months; but surely it is for us to
protest against this treatment. Are we
not to be answered? Is this Government
running by sheer brute foree of its
majority, or is it running by show or pre-
tence of reason to justify its posifon?
If it s going on  purely by its meve
strength to beat the Opposition, a eon-
quest of strength which is made up by
one vote, if that everlasting one vote is to
be the answer to all the charges and eri-
ticisms, then there is an end to Parlia-

O'Logblen: Only for a few
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ment. It is not Parliament; it is tyranny
and nothing more; it is not government,
it is no longer a deliberative assembly,
but an encirmous vital penny in the slot
machine where, when the penny of the
Ministers is pul in, all the body troop in
to vote down the argument. That is the
position. The Minister for Mines shakes
his head. Is it not a fact that arguments
are being used, and no answer is forth-
coming from the Ministerial side of the
House? Is it not a fact that every Mini-
sfer has treated with disdain and econ-
temipt the arguments used by this side of
the House?

The Minister for Mines: If you agree
to the same procedure as that adopted
by the Federal Parliament we could malke
this a general debate, and have no general
debate on each department. ‘

Mr. WALKER : This is not an isolated
case. When the no-confidence debate was
m  progress, that sarely was general
enough, yet how many Ministers spoke?
They stayed there and allowed this side
to bring argument after argument, and
speaker afier speaker, and they treated
everyone with econtempt, and they are
treating this side with the same eontempt
now. It is unprecedented in the history
of Parliament. I do not know of any
Parliament in the whole of Austraha
where there has been such flagrant dis-
courtesy shown to the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and, in faet, to the whole Oppo-
sition as has been shown hy this Govern-
ment. That is not government of the
peaple. The people expect more than that.
Whatever Ministers may think of indi-
vidual members on this side of the Cham-
ber it remains a constitutional faet that
part of the Government of this State is
His Majesty’s Opposition, and they can-
not be ignored legitimaiely and honour-
ably. The ordinary instinets of gentlemen,
let alone the bigh phases of political ac-
tion, should be responsible for the giving
of some consideration to the statements
and the utterances that have been made
from this side of the Chamber. Here we
are within a few weeks of Christmas, and
the Estimates are now for the first time
being seriously disenssed. What has ever
been the object of Parllament? That of
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granting supplies. And what is the tradi-
tion associated with the granting of sup-
plies? The redress of grievances, The
long battles that have heen fought in the
building up of the English Constitution
have waged around that point, redress be-
fore supplies. What redress can we have?
What a farce it makes of the whole ma-
chinery of Governmeni and Parliameni
when at the close, and when we are ready
to shat the doors, Supply is introdueed to
us, There is no excuse, no justification
except in that whiech presumes that they
have the power, that they cannot be
ousted, and that they are determined to do
as they like. There is no other interpre-
tation; it amounts t¢o saying, ‘We will
ltave our own way; you may do as you
please.”

Mr. Gordon: You are talking your own
side out.

Mr. WALEER: There would not have
been any House at all if it had not been
for this side. The hon. member has just
come in; I expect he wants to hear some-
thing, but I may tell him T am not going
to bave what I intend to say interrupted
by him. T intend fo say what I mean to
say, and thaf is to protest against this
method of Government and the contempt
that has been shown for the whole Op-
position and for the body of eleciors re-
presented by the Opposition, who consti-
tute more than a majority in this House.
We on this side of the House represent
more people than are represented by the
whole of the Government side, and they
aTe a section who are not covered by the
term, privileged class. That is the body
we represent, and an insult to their repre-
sentatives is an insult to them, and when
the opportunity comes, and it will not be
long hefore it does come, the people wiil
show their resentment and will vindicate
the eourse this side has taken, and will in-
flict upon those who have treated with
sich eontumely the people’s representa-
tives, the penalty they deserve. It is all
of a piece, pure Government by drift,
Government by accidental majority, not a
Government with intelligence, certainly
not a Government with courtesy but a
Government made np by assumed superi-
ority and contemptuous arrogance. They
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have left to the end of the session a most
important measure affecting the life of
this Assembly in the future. The other
day we had the Premier stating that he
had ready a Bill ealled the Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill, and he confessed that
not only was the Bill ready but that every
member on his side of the House knew
the contents of that Bill. .He declined to
say when he would bring it down, and
only to-night declared that he would bring
it down on next Wednesday week.

The Premier: What has that to do wibh
the Estimates?

Mr. WALKER: It is one of the griev-
ances we have to complain about before
we get Supply. Does not the hon. mem-
ber know in his everlasting assnmption of
omniseience that it is part of cur duty to
eriticise the Government?

The Premier: And to block the work
of the eountry. '

Mr. WALKER: Who is going to help
Ministers to do work if they treat ns with
this unseemly conduct? Hon. members
suggested long ago that the Redistribo-
tion of Seats Bill shonld be brought down.
‘We asked long age that the Premier
should take the House into his confidenece.

The Premier: The Bill is rot in print
yet.

Mr. WALKER: But ifs character is
known to representalives on that side of
the House. Three weeks ago the Premier
stated that he wounld bring it down as
soon as he was sure bhe could get a ma-
jority for it. He said that he could
bring it down next day if necessary. I
submit that the Bill has been shown to
people ountside the House.

The Premier: Not to my knowledze.

Mr. WALKER: It is within his know-
ledoe as members here know.

The Premier: The Bill is not yet in
print.

Mr. WALKER: Will the Premier go
back on his words of three weeks ago
when he said it was ready, and when he
said he had taken his side of the House
into his eonfidence on the matter, that
they were aware of its contents. and thal
he told this side of the House he would
bring it down when it was ready, when he
lilzed, in faet, and in the meantime he
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would not take this side of the House
into his confidence. When the measure
13 in that stage that it ean be eommuni-
cated to members upon that side of the
House, it is direct disconrtesy to this side
of the House not to be taken into the con-
fidence of the Government.

Tbe Premier: Not at all.

Mr. WALKER: The bhon. member
would not say that if he were on this side
of the House. The hon. member would
be the first to aceuse the Ministry of ab-
solute diseountesy apnd disrespeet in its
worst form to keep the Opposition side of
the House in absolute ignorance in regard
to a measure affecting the whole country.

The Premier: The Federal caucus dis-
eusses every measure before it submits it
to the House.

Mr. WALKER: Is there not a differ-
ence between a diseussion as to the fitness
of a measure and keeping it secret? The
hon. member has bad this measure ready
for three weeks.

The Premier: Turn up Hansard and
show me where I said so.

Mr. WALKER: I am not allowed to
read Hansard, I am poinfing out that
this Bill has been ready for three weeks,
and I am saying that the only reason for
keeping it secret is because the one aim
of the Government before it goes out of
office is to kill the Labour party. Their
instrument is the Bill they proposé to in-
troduce. Tt is that, and members on that
side of the House have heen allowed to
take a part in shaping it. Now I ask, is
this honourable Government? Is this
upright, frank eonduet? Is it the course
that should be taken by a Alinister wha
is the leader, not of a party alone but of
the whale Honse? It is a duty he owes
to ns; but, again, this is only in accord
with the general eonduet. I ask your per-
mission, Mr. Chairman, to read from Han-
sard what the Premier said with resard
to the bringing down of the Bill

Mr. Qordon: On what date?

Mr. WALKER: On November 16th.
The report reads as follows—

The Premier {Hon, Frank Wilson; :
The hon. member is quite aware that
intend fo bring a Redistribution of
Seats Bill down at the very earliest
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opportupity. He is also aware, he-
cause T have disenssed the matter with
him and told him, and he has explained
to-day, that we must have a statutory
majority.

Mr. Scaddan: Mo pass the second
reading only.

The Premier: We must have an abso-
lute majority of the House to pass the
second and third readings of the mea-
sure. I thank the hon. mewmber very
muech for his offered assistance, but I
would remind him it is not customary
for any Government to rely upon the
Opposition in the passing of measuves
of this description.

Mr. Johnson: It should be s0 on a
Redistribution of Seats Bill.

The Premier: If the hon. member
will gnarantee me the statutory majo-
rity T do not mind bringing down the
measure at once for the second reading.

Mr. Holman: That shows it is ready.

The Premier: If you guarantee me
the majority I will bring it down at
once.

Mr. Holman: If you guarantee it is
a fair and reasonable redistribotion you
will get all the support necessary.

The Premier: I guarantee it is a fair
and reasonable measure, but I am not
assured 1 will get the hon. member’s
support.

Mr. Seaddan: You are not bound te
have the seeond reading at once.

The Premier: I most be prepared fo
have the second reading immediately I
produce the measure. The second read-
ing and the introduction must be made
so that people will understand what the
measure is.

Several Opposition members inter-
Jjeeted.

Mr. Speaker: Order. (One member at
a time. Members must not interject
like this,

The Premier: T must be prepared for
the second reading division as scon as
I introduce the measure—there is no
question about that—and I am not
going to leave myself in the position of
being at the tender mevcies_of the Op-
position.
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Mr. A. A. Wilson: Yon do not want
us to buy a pig in a poke, do you?
The Premier: It is no use members
asking mie to put myself in the hands
of the Opposition, T shall net do it.
Mr. Heitmann: Do you not thirk
courtesy demands that we should know
the contents of the Bill¥
The Premier: The costom is that you
should not know the contents of the
Bill until it is presented to Parliament,
and courtesy demands that the explana-
tion of the Bill should be given when
the Government have their members at
command ¢o carry the second reading.
I prupose to bring the measure down
as soon as I possibly ean. I have
stated that I hope to bring it down
within a fortnight, when I trust the
member for Wellington will be wzll
enough to be in his place. As soon as
I know that I have his presence assured
I will be prepared to submit the
measure, It will not take hon. membevs
long to grasp it.
And afterwards, in answer to an inter-
jection by Mr., Scaddan, who asked why
the members sitling behing the Govern-
ment were aware of the contents of the
Bill, the Premier said—
Why should they not be aware of the
contents of the measore; why should
they not be consulled about the legis-
lation the Government intend to intro-
duce?
Well I thought the Government took the
responsibility of leading, and the respon-
sibility of their measures; but we discover
now that the measures of the Government
are compromises, are patch-ups between
the recaleitrant or swerving members and
the vest. We discover there is no origin-
ality, no sense of responsibility, no stand-
ing or falling alone; but it is “What
would you like bovs, and we will give you
a Bill to suit you.” That is the way the
Governmeni are running their business,
and the seats on that side ave fixed up and
arranged while the sword of Damocles
hangs over the Opposition.

Mr. Seaddan: And they go outside as
well.

Mr, WALKER: And it is the same all
through; they are governing the public
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service in precisely the same way. There
are men in the public service who have
been for two and a half years on the
temporary staff in every department of
the State; buf look at these Estimates and
you will find that every head of a depart-
ment has had a rise. What does it mean?
“Keep them quiet and we will handle these
little dogs all the better; make these big
fellows contented, do not let them growl,
and you can keep from growling those
who have only a few shillings a week on
which o sustain their families.” It is the
same all the way through: “help the rich,
grease the fatted calf; but the miserable,
the unhappy and unfortunate — kick
them.” That is the vourse that has
been taken by the Government all
the way through. To take ouly one
instance of their lack of sense of
justice and proportion, the taking out
of the reach of fthe eommon electors
of the State the electoral office and
putting it down in the Supreme Couri
building. Why in the name of common
sense did the Judges permit of it? Wha
was the objeet and purpose of it? A place
associnted with the eriminal dock, right
beneath the eriminal court. They have
" taken the electoral offices right out of the
reach of the citizens. Anyone who wants
to get his name on the roll now has o
erawl down to the mysteries of the inner
depths of the courts of justice. But he
cannot find it, for it is shifted out of the
track of demoeracy, out of the region of
daily work, down there underneath the
eriminal eonrt,

Mr. Bolton: There is a purpose in it
all.

Mr. WALKER: Of course there is.
‘What an association! The electoral mat-
ters of the State are to be conducted in
the basement of the old eriminal court.
The eriminat eonrt dock taken down and
a lot of alterations made in that respeet—
all to stiek in that cold recess the officers
of the Electoral Department. I suppose
the next thing we shall hear of will be the
Government running a jam faetory at
the other end of the courts or associating
some other unseemly and uwnsympathetic
business or department with the admini-
stration of justice. We canot keep even
our temples clear from the depraving
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hands of an irresponsible Government,
Well, I am not going to detain the Com-
mittee long; I have said enough to show
the trend of spirit that animates the Gov-
ernment and enough to show my absolute
disgust of this method of dealing with
the Estimates elose up to Christmas. With
other measures ¢n the Notice Paper and
other measures to be brought down we
hear the suggestion that we are to close
before Christmas. Are we to close before
Christmas; is that the purpose? I ask
now, and it ean be answered by interjec-
tion, is it really the serious intention of
the Government to close before Christ-
mas?

The Premier: Does the hon. member de-
sive to close before Christmas?

Mr. WALKER: Yes; if it ean be done
without injustice,

The Premier: And I will be glad to
close also,

Mr. WALKER: Yes; we will all be
glad.

The PPremier: The hon, member is help-
ing to close now, is he not?

Mr. WALKER: What does the Pre-
mier want in the form of government?
Ta be able to say, “Pass thic without de-
bate, swallow everything%’ Must there
be no criticism? As a matter of fact, what
obstruction have the Government met
with? We bave given them an extra day
by agreeing to sit on Fridays and yet to-
day we are menaced with having to come
back after Christmas, and we have Bills
being brought down to crowd the Notice
Paper at the last moment. We can rely
on nothing. We are to be treated like chil-
dren and to be coerced into passing any
measures that the Government introduce.
I say it is the duty of the Premier in or-
dinary courtesy to treat more fairly mem-
hers on this side of the House. If we are
to be coerced into passing blindly a mea-
sure called the Redistribution of Seats
Bill, then the Premier eannot expeet Lhat
we will help him to pass other measures;
but, treat us as men expect to be treated,
treat us as a part of this Parliament, treat
us as His Majesty’s Opposition, and then
we are prepared to meet him on anqual Jines
and to give him all the assistance we can.
consistent with the delFberation necessarv
to the perfeeting of all measures. If we
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have thai, we are ready to help him, but
we are not ready to be foveed into sub-
inission, we are not reads to he tieated
with absolute eonterapt, we are not ready
lo be ignored on matfers of the ntmost
importance, and we are not ready to be
treated as a pegligible quantity in con-
nection with the business of this House.
If the Government persist in conduet of
this eharacter they may expect that there
will not be any precipitous rush to lLelp
them to complete the business before
Christmas.

Mr, ANGWIN (East Fremantle): X
beg to move—

That progress be reported,

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- .. .. 19
Noes . .. ..o 21
Majority against .. 2
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath X Mr. O'Loglilen
Mr. Bolion Mr. Price
Mr. Colller 1*r. Seaddan
Mr. Gourley Mr. Swan
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson (Teller).
Noes.
Mr. Brown | Mr. Layman
Mr. Butcher ] Mr. Mlitchell
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Murphy
Mr. Davles Mr. Nanson
Mr. Draper Mr, Oshorn
Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Gordon
Mr. Jacoby (Teiler).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murechison) : Before
the gquestion is put, and after members
sitiing here all night and seeing a worse
exhibition than I have ever seen before
of members acting like a mob of dumb
driven cattle, I want to make a few re-
marks. I contend that it is usnal for
Minister to at least reply when an im-
portant matter like the Estimates is being
dealt with. Tt is usnally expected., But
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liere they have a body of men bebind them
who will not speak, or even listen i¢ other
members speaking, and when charges are
made against their administration they
will not give explanations which any self-
1especting man would give; and then when
it comes to ten minutes lo 11 we find the
whole of the Government members voting
against an adjournment. We have been
sitting here from 4.30 o'clock until 11
o'clock at night, and it is only fair that we
should adjourn, but it appears to me that
they are going to bludgeon the Estimates
through the Committee at all costs. T am
not prepared to see business carried on
in this manner. Tt js usnal for Ministers
to have some litile courtesy and to make
an explanation, or put up some of their
dummies to show that, at least, they are
not  frightened of expressing their
opinions. I have never seen a more con-
temptible—T may not be allowed to use
an expression like that, perhaps, hecanse
it is not parliamentary—but I have never
seen worse actions in my life than persons
sitting here and not talking, or being out
in the corridor when most important maf-
ters are being dealt with. Tt was not my
intention to speak on the Budget had the
business been condncted in a fair and rea-
sonable manner, and had members been
given the oportunity of expressing their
opinions at a reasonable time. I am safis-
fied that the only desire of the Govern-
ment is {o force measures through the As-
sembly without givime members the op-
portunity of going into them or speaking
on them, practically bludgeoning things to
see the business put through that they de-
gire,

The Premier: They are satisfied.

Mr. HOLMAN: They are not satisfied:
and when membersof the Opposition desire
an adjournment at a late hour T am saiis-
fied the adjournment should be given. No
business of the country can be earried on
in a reasonable manner when bludgeoning
is used like this. Neo Government has been
treated with more consideration than the
present Government, and no Government
has taken greater advantage of the in-
capability of its followers,

The Premier: What about the Budget?
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Mr. HOLMAN: So far as the Budget
is eoncerned I intend to deal pretty fully
with it; and after I have made my expla-
nations, T think it will be seen that the
Budget requires a little more considera-
{ion than members on the Government side
give it. We have had a conspiracy, I may
call it, of silence on the Government side
on the discussion of the Budget. Mem-
bers on that side think we are going to sit
down and allow the people of the coun-
try to swallow the words of the Premier
as gospel; and when absolutely strong
charpes shonld be replied to, and on which
explanations should be made, there is not
one word of defence. Seeing that is the
case. it will be necessary to go fully into
the Budget to show exactly the position,
and to show what sort of Ministers we
have administering the affairs of the State,
As long as they can get into recess, as
long as they can get up a conspiracy to
rob the peaple of the eountry of legitimate
rights in recording a vote, as long as they
can hold over the husiness of the country
and at the last moment jerrymander a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill throngh the
House. which will in some measure do a
great deal of injustice to a large portion of
the community, that is all they desire;
and I say that as long as we have a class
of people like that in office, the sooner
we zet rid of them the better, and the
sooner we explain to the people of the
counlry that the Government are kept in
office hy a body of men who have neither
ears to hear, nor tongues to talk. nor
brains to think. the better it will be. They
think they are going to carry on just as
they like. We hear the caucns of the
Labonr party eritieised. We have a so-
called jibe in the Press, the same Press
the Ministers are allowed to nse day by
dav and week by week. We see thal the
only complaint they have against the Fe.
deral Labour Government js the faut that
they carried ont the poliey they said they
would when they went to the conntry, We
hear eomplaints that we are bound by
caccus. I did not attend to eaucns of the
Ministerial party when they dealt with the
Budget, but T am satisfied the Govern-
ment did everything possible to gag their
members, and that every endeavour was to
be made to bludgeon this side of the
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House. [ do not think the Estimates of
1910-11 are going to be put through the
Honse 1n such a haphazard manner. Tt
will, therefore, be necessary to deal fuily
with the whole of the phases of the ques.
tious, and also to show that the present
Government are not a fit and proper Gov-
ernment to administer the affairs of the
State, and to show that their administra-
tion in the past has not been satisfac-
tory, and that if we give them an oppor-
tunity of bringing about the Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill which may alter the
administration of affairs in the eoantry,
and allow them to get into recess after-
wards, the welfare of the State will not be
in safe hands. It will be necessary for
us to continue this session for some con-
siderable length to see that the recess will
be short.  The elections are only eight or
nine months ahead, and T consider that
with the same administration at the head
of affairs the welfare of Western Aus-
tralia will not be left in safe hands dur-
ing a long recess. Had we Ministers
able to get up and defend their admini-
stration, had we men on the Treasury
bench whe would explain the administra-
tion of their departments, had we men
there who were not saerificing the best in-
terests of the country for their own per-
sonal gain, in some instances, and for
the zain of their friends in others——

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is
not in order in saying that against the
Ministers.

Mr. HOLMAXN : If they objeet I with-
draw.

M. Gordon: Do not withdraw, nobedy
takes notice of you.

Mr. HOLMAXN : The member for Can-
ning is nobody; he eannot take notiee of
anvthing at all; he has gone beyond tak-
ing notice and we all sympathise with him
because we know he cannot help it. Bo
far as the administration of the Govern-
ment is concerned, it is nat in the best
interests of Western Australia, nor of the
people of the State. The administration
of those in power tends more to benefit
a few individuals who use the whole of
their ends for their own purpose in the
administration of affairs in Western Aus-
trahia.
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Myr. Jacoby: That is a charge of corrup-
tion, you know.

Mr. HOLMAN: If the hon. member
takes it that way of course I cannot help
it. What 1 said is absolutely true, that
the way afiairs are administered in West-
ern Australia does more to allow a class
of people to beuelit personally than it is
in the best interests of the State. Tf that
is 2 charge of corraption 1 will stand ov
fall by the charge T made. 1 only need
to mention an instance that ocenrred with-
in the last week or lwo, where a few pri-
vate individnals and some of the Ministers
were interested iu certain mines at Bull-
finch. Thev were able to hludgeon a Rail-
way Bill through the louse in the quick-
est time on veeord of any railway Bill in
Western Australia, or in any other State.

Mr. Draper: Which every member on
your side of the Honse was in favonr of.

Mr. HOT.MAXN : That is immaterial to
me. I do not question it. They are per-
fectly at liberty to exercise their opinions
.on any question outside our platform, and
it is more than members on the Govern-
ment side of the Hounse are able to say.
They are not able to speak on many im-
portant matters.

Mr. Jacoby: Words are not everything.

Mr. HOLAMAXN: The hon, member is
Ainclined to think that apples are belier
than words. Words are necessary at
times to prevent business being ecarried
on in a haphazard manner. Had fair and
reasonable time been given to diseuss mat-
ters more favourable consideration would
have been given to them.

Mr. -Jacoby: Why de you stonewall?

Mr. HOLMAN: T do not know that
there has been one stonewalling speech
on this side of the House during the pre-
sent session?

Mr. Draper: We have had stonewalling
for over a month.

Mr. HOLMAN: I wonld rather see a
man stonewall than see him bound down
‘like tongueless tools.

Mr. Jacoby: Rubbish.

The CHAIRMAN: Order. Hon, mem-
.bers will have an opportunity of address-
ing the Committee at a later stage.

Mr. HOLMAN: When these unseemly
interraptions cease I shall vontinue wi‘h
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my speech. We have had placed before
us the Estimates for 1910-11. We have
been criticised in the past and, to a great
extent, for our work in the year 1904-5,
when the Labour Government were in
power, and for the manner in which that
Government administered the affairs of
the State. There is no doubt when we
compare the fizures for 1904-3 with ihe
fiznres of last year, or any year since that
period, we find that the example set by
the Labaour Gavernment, which was ahead
of what we have at the present lime, has
never sinee been followed, and members
are continually raving against that Gov-
erniment and endeavouring to show fhe
disadvantage the country suffered under
when the Labour Government was in
power. Only a little while ago we hearl
through almost every newspaper that {he
depression which existed in the couniry
was owing to the fact that the Labour
Government were in office.  After the
Labour Government went out this depres-
sion continued and the blame was attri-
huted to Federation. Then afterwards,
when an improvement set in, instead of
blaming Federation or the Labour party
it was stated that the returning prosperity
was due ‘te the then Administration; at
the same time the people were not told
that the alteration in the revenue of the
State was brought about by expenditure
of moneys from loan instead of from
revenue.  During the year the Labour
Government were in office public works,
railways, and roads and bridges were
bailt out of revenue, and we find that in
the subsequent year all that expenditure
came from loan funds. I intend te com-
pare the fizures of the year 1904-5 with
the figutres of other years, and make a
comparison to show the manner in which
the recent Administration have spent
money from loan on works which in 1904-
5 were constructed out of revenue. Now
we are told that the prosperity of West-
ern Australia is improving and that this
is bound to ecome about in spite of those
who are administering the country at the
present time. Several charges of malad-
ministration have been made against the
Minister for Lands and have been gone
into fully, and one would have thought
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that the Minister would have defended his
department. Then charges of malad-
ministration were made against the At-
torney General’s Department and .alsu
against the Mines Department, but no
replies have been forthcoming from either
of the Ministers in charge of those de-
partments. \With regard to the Treasurer,
we know that when the present Premier
was Treasurer he was criticised even by
his own colleagues, and month after
month and year after year, in spite of
the faet that a great deal of money has
been expended from lean funds instead
of ont of revenne, we find that he has
come out at the end of each year with a
deficit. It is only within the last few
mronths that things have begun to right
themselves and the present position is
much better, but that has been brought
about even in spite of the present Minis-
ters themselves. We find that as nsual
this (fovernment are sacrificing the back
country and the goldfields disiriets 1
favour of more populous eentres. We
find that places which are worthy of the
expenditure of money are neglected and
favoured centres are receiving every com-
sideration; places like Wiluna, Lawlers,
Ora Banda, and scores of other mining
centres, instead of being looked after arve
guite neglected, but we find that where
the wealth is, there the attention of the
Administration is given.

The Premier: Meekatharra.

Mr. HOLMAN: That place has juosti-
fied everything it has had. The wealth
there is held, to a very large extent, by
the prospeciors who have worked them-
selves up from using the pick. It took
about three years to get a railway con-
strueted to Meekatharra and it has turned
out more gold than the Bullfinch and has
required mining timber and firewood,
while it has only taken three weeks to get
the railway to Bullfinch. The Premier
practically misled the House when he said
that no expenditure would be ineurred in
connection with the Bullfineh railway an-
til the loan authorisation was passed,
Will the Premier deny ihat truck loads
of sleepers and rails were consigned io
Ballfineh before he gave that promise to
the House?
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The Premier: I have no knowledge of
it,

Mr. HOLMAN: Did you not receive
a telegram from the Nangeenan Progress
Association, protesting against it?

The Premier: No, I have never received
any such telegram,

Mr. HOLMAN: Well, a telegram was.
sent objeeling to this.

The Premier: Addvessed to me?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes; perhaps the per-
manent Premier received it and neglected
to hand it over to the Premier.

The Premier: Who is the permanent
Premier?

Mr. HOLMAN: You Eknow well
enough who the permanent Premier is;.
the man who iransacts all the business
in the Premier’s office, and has done so-
for years past and will continue to do so.
I was prepared to give a long address in
connection with various matters, but as
these can be dealt with on the items I do-
not propose to delay the Committee to-
night. T think it is reasonable, after sit-
ting here till eleven o’clock at night, that
we should allow members to cateh their
trains, and I expeect now that I have
entered my protest the Premier will ad-
journ at a reasonable time in future and
give members an opportunity of getting
home. I am safisfied that better business
ean be done in the House during reason-
able hours, and withont endeavouring to
force members’ hands and compel them
to carry measures without debate.

Geeneral debate eoneluded.

Vote—IHis Excellency the Governot,.
£2,2907—agreed to.

Progress reported,

BILL—SOQUTHERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY.

Returned from the Legislative Couneil
without amendment.

Haouse adjourned at 11,14 p.m.



